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RENA, IS 
IT ALREADY 
TIME FOR 


Pr THAT’S 

; OKAY. 

ARE Busy |e oxen 
TENDING [K%g = {ECA 
FROM 


A 
N) 


\ 
\y 


\iyr “elle 
Via ni 


f\ 
\/ 
iN 





DO YOU 
WANT ME 
TO DRIVE 

YOU TO THE 
STATIONP 





BUT TAKE 
CARE 
GETTING 
BACK TO 
FOLKS THE CITY. 
HAVE BEEN 
SPOTTING 
A GIANT 
BOAR IN 
THE AREA. 


SOME THINK 
IT COULD BE THE 
MONSTER FROM 
THE OLD LOCAL 
LEGENDS—THE 
ONE THAT GAINED 
POWERS FROM 
LIVING SO 
LONG. 


IT DUG UP 
OUR SWEET 
POTATOES 

THIS 
MORNING. 


Wield 
Hii 
Yi iees * 


ie 





DIDN‘T TEAR UP 
EVERYTHING IN 
SIGHT, SO I JUST 
THINK OF THAT 
POTATO AS AN 
OFFERING. 


GOT IT. 





Tiiee ee 


CAREFUL. 


oy, 


f en 
eae 


BUT IT’S 
AN AWFULLY 
CLEAN JOB 
Bele a FOR A WILD 


Mh Tey 
*y I Ny 4 


ae 


SO 
THEY SAY 
IF YOU RUN 
INTO ONE, 
YOU JUST 
HAVE TO PUT 
YOUR HANDS 
TOGETHER 
AND BOW, 
AND IT WILL 
LEAVE YOU 
ALONE. 


CONSIDERED 
MOUNTS AND 
MESSENGERS 
FOR THE 
GODS SINCE 
ANCIENT 
TIMES. 


I’M RENA | 
ONE Hor KAZAMA, 
DAY IN 
OCTOBER, 
I WAS 
OUT IN THE 
COUNTRY, 
VISITING MY 
GRAND- 
PARENTS. 


A SOPHO- | 
MORE IN. leg 
COLLEGE. 





A FOX OR 
A TANUKI, 
I’D GET. 
BUT A 
BOAR 
MONSTER? 


THAT’S 
JUST NOT 
REALISTIC. 






































CHAPTER 29: 
“AN UNCERTAIN VOICE FROM BEYOND” 


|_-I’VE-NEVER 
_ PERSONALLY 
SEEN... 


ANYTHING 

LIKE MON- 

STERS OR 
YOKAI. 























LEARNED 
THAT I 
COULDN'T | 
DENY THEIR: 



















AFTER . | 
SPENDING © 
TIME WITH. 
A CERTAIN | 
YOUNG 
LADY I 
MET BACK 
IN HIGH 
SCHOOL. 





SANT AM 
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EES ISLA 










UM, A 
GIANT BOAR 
JUST CHARGED 
PAST ME AT FULL 
SPEED LIKE IT 
WAS TRYING TO 
GET AWAY FROM 
SOMETHING... 











DEEP VOICE 
SCREAMING 
ABOUT A 
MONSTER? 











































































































I’M PRETTY 
SURE IT WAS 


PEOPLE SAY 
SHOWS UP IN 
THIS AREA. 


IN 
















7 .THAVEA 
CONDITION 




















THAT APPAR- £ 

ENTLY MAKES MONSTER, IT 

MONSTERS PROBABLY 
FEAR ME. COULD 


SO 


THAT 
ALTHOUGH wae q 
IDO TRY pretty 
AS HARD TyPICAL 
ASICAN peeac- 


TO KEEP 
THEM TION. 


FROM 
NOTICING 
ME. 












yf 
YOU’/RE 
TAKING 
THIS 
WELL. 


pack { DON’T FIND 
Fup Eas ANY OF THIS 


INHIGH KE SA | a 
SCHOOL DISTURBING: 





ee ee \ 
THIS GIRL. SHE 
FIGURED... : y HAD A VIBE THAT 
EH, THESE MADE ME THINK 
fee GHOSTS AND 
. MONSTERS MUST 
REALLY EXIST. 



















AFTER 
ALL, IT WAS 
MY CURIOSITY 
ABOUT HER THAT 
CONVINCED ME 
TO JOIN THE 
MYSTERY 
APPRECIATION 





















LIKE, 


SOLUTION 
THAT WAS 
ALMOST TOO 
REALISTIC TO 
BE TRUE. 


IT SEEMED 
LIKE SHE HAD TO 
BE DOING SOME- 
THING BEHIND THE 

SCENES, USING 
POWERS BEYOND 
OUR COMPRE- 
HENSION. 


I’VE 
MANAGED 
TO LOOK 
AT THE BIG 
PICTURE, 


REALIZE 
THAT STRANGE 


7 THINGS HAPPEN 


IN THE WORLD, 
AND THAT THE 
SMART THING IS 
TO SHUT UP AND 
STAY AS FAR 
AWAY FROM 
THEM AS 





IF ANYONE 
CAME TO THE 
CLUB WITH A 

PROBLEM THAT 
MIGHT HAVE 
ANYTHING TO DO 

WITH GHOSTS 
OR YOKAI, 









BUT SHE 
TALKED LIKE SHE 
DIDN’T BELIEVE 
IN SPECTRES OR 
SUPERNATURAL 
PHENOMENA 
AT ALL. 










THERE WAS 
CLEARLY 
SOMETHING 
STRANGE 
ABOUT 


I HAVEN’T 
SEEN HER 
ONCE 
SINCE 
GRADUP- 
AND I TION. 
DON’T 
KNOW 











I DON'T 
SUPPOSE 
HER NAME 
WAS 
KOTOKO 
IWANAGA?P 


DID YOU 
KNOW 
SHE HAS 


A BOy- 
THEY 
starTep FRIEND? 
DATING 
WHEN 
SHE WAS 
IN HIGH 
SCHOOL. 























Re 
COULDN‘T 
BELIEVE 
MY EARS. I 
WONDERED 
WHAT KIND 
OF EVIL SPELL 


YES, I 
KNEW. 
BUTI 


WAS POSI- 
TIVE THAT 
THEY WOULD 
NEVER END UP 


TOGETHER. 


SHE 
SHOWED US 
PICTURES A 
FEW TIMES. 





AT’S 
IT/ 








I 
SHOULDN‘T 
HAVE 
SAID HE 


WOULDN‘T 
LIVE LONG/ 


IWANAGA-SAN 
AND YOUR 
COUSIN STILL 
DATING EACH 
OTHERP 





WS 


FITAS || / _ NO, 
GETTING 
ON... y \W FE ae 
\ ner | THEY’RE 
STILL TO- 
GETHER. 


FOR SOME 
REASON, 
ALL I’M 
HEARING 
Is 
ANXIETY. 


KOTOKO- 
SAN ONLY 
EVER 
FINDS 
au 
WIT 
DOESN’T KuRO. WEONG. 
STOP HIM WITH HIM, 
FROM MENTALLY 
CARING OR PHYSI- 
FOR HER. CALLYP /- 


ue 
HAT’S... 2u4H 
THA’ Su FUNAZUSH| 

AGAINST HER 

| WILL. THINGS 


LIKE THAT. 





tl 


ae | 
—— 8 +s 
| — 


SHE NEVER 
REALLY 
TALKED TO 
US ABOUT 
HER SCHOO 


a 
c xe lis \ THEY? 
Sa pn A WN cK. 4 : 
Uy hey 

















boul 
Ia 


I DON'T 
THINK 

THERE WAS 

ANYONE 
SHE COULD 

CALL A 
FRIEND OR © 
ASSOCIATE. 























I/D 
HEARD THAT 
KOTOKO-SAN 
WOULD SOLVE 
MYSTERIOUS 
PROBLEMS 
FOR PEOPLE 
BACK IN HIGH 


L KIND 
x PROBLEMS 


HE Se 
PROBABLY 
DIDN’T THINK 
IT WAS 
INTERESTING 
ENOUGH TO 
BE WORTH 
MENTIONING. 
SHE 
MUST HAVE 
FORGOTTEN 
ALL ABOUT 
ME AND THE 
CLUB BY 
NOW. 






























































I CAN'T 
FORGET 
THE DAYS 
I SPENT 
WITH IWA- 
NAGBA- 
SAN. 


AND I’M 
PROUD THAT 
I CHOSE TO 
MAKE HER A 
PART OF My 

HIGH SCHOOL 
LIFE. IT HAVE 
NO REGRETS. 


Sas 
NO 


{] 
in 














Ina xenyainy 


~ 













































































COME 
TO THINK 

5 OF IT... 

REMEMBER 

ONE TIME 
WHEN SOME- 

ONE CAME 3ST 
TO US WITH A AT 
PROBLEM. | 
























































ABOUT THE 
PROVER- 
BIAL... 


‘DYING 
MESSAGE.” | ° /\ 





SS 


Li] 


ae aa 
ay 


L/ 
MI 
Ll 


HALFWAY 
THROUGH 
OCTOBER, 
IN My 
FIRST YEAR 
OF HIGH 
SCHOOL. 


Lf 


a ee a 





| (ldittuas = 


THAT wi 
Nh jails! / $0, meu 
Ht f AH | 


LEAVES A DYING 
MESSAGE, 

















YOU CAN'T 
REALLY KNOW 
3 WHAT IT MEANS 
WITHOUT ASKING 


THE 
QUESTION 
WAS 


PRESENTED 
BY FELLOW 
FIRST-YEAR 
AKIBA-KUN. 


THEY'RE 
TRYING TO 
50, IT'S CONVEY A = 

BOUNDTO = \_L, MESSAGE IN THE ns, % STRICTLY 
HAVE MINIMAL LITTLE TIME THEY y SPEAKING, 
INFORMATION , HAVE BEFORE h NO, 
THAT CAN BE THEY DIE. | 
INTERPRETED 
\ IN ANY NUMBER 

OF WAYS. | 


IT MAY LOOK LIKE 
THE VICTIM LEFT THE 
EVEN IF THEY DID pes One. Peer 
MANAGE TO WRITE OF THEIR NAME, 
AN ENTIRE NAME, “ 
YOU CAN'T BE SURE ! 
THEY MEANT IT AS yo ey 
THE we o THE AIS TO WHETHER p- 
THAT'S THE 
CORRECT INTER- / 
PRETATION, /. 





\} he 
by LY |Z 
LA 


LIKE THAT IN 
BUT THE : ; A NOVEL THE 
NAME HE W : OTHER DAY. 

THOUGHT WAS \ seal. . 2 THE VICTIM 

THE KILLER'S : WROTE THE 

NAME WAS AZ KILLER’S NAME 
AND ACTUALLY BEFORE HE 
IT GOT SOMEONE 


compLi-  FESE'S, 


BUT WHEN T'S ONE 
THEY GRAB A THING 
' : NEARBY OBJECT, IF THEY 
>, OR BREAK ACTUALLY 
a THEN THE SOMETHING TO WRITE 
NUMBER OF ¢ ‘ LEAVE A CLUE SOME- 
POSSIBLE é POINTING AT THING, 4 
MEANINGS THE KILLER... . ae 
GOES WAY 


EVEN WITH 
INITIALS, IN SOME 
MYSTERIES THE 
LETTERS WILL TURN 
OUT TO BE RUSSIAN 
INSTEAD OF 
$0 IF ENGLISH, 
YOU INCLUDE 
EVERY MINOR 
POSSIBILITY, 
THERE'S NO 
LIMIT TO THE 
PLAUSIBLE 
INTERPRETA- 
TIONS. 





WELL, THE 
KILLER'S NAME, 
ADDRESS, AND 

, PHONE NUMBER 

WOULD BE 

ESSENTIAL. 


BUT IF THEY HAD 
TIME TO WRITE ALL 
THAT, THEN THEY 
SHOULD PROBABLY 
USE IT TO CALL 
AN AMBULANCE, 


BUT ON THE 
OTHER HAND, 
IF YOU WRITE 
THE MESSAGE 
IN CODE SO THE 
KILLER WON‘T 
KNOW WHAT 
THEN IT MEANS AND 


THE POLICE THEREFORE 
MIGHT NOT WON’T ERASE 
FIGURE OUT IT, 
WHAT YOU'RE 

TRYING TO 

SAY, EITHER, 


IN OTHER 
WORDS, 
THEY CAN'T 
USE IT AS 
EVIDENCE. 


THEN 
WHAT KIND 
OF A MESSAGE 
WOULD WORK 
AS A CLUEP 


PLUS, EVEN IF 
YOU WROTE THE 
KILLER'S NAME 

CLEARLY, THEY 
WOULD FIND IT 

AND ERASE IT. 


EVEN IF THEY 
DO MANAGE 
TO DECODE IT, 
THEY CAN'T BE 
SURE THAT THEIR 
INTERPRETATION I6 
THE RIGHT ONE. 











RIGHT. 


THE VICTIM 
CAN ONLY LEAVE 
A MESSAGE IN 
A SITUATION 
WHERE THE 
KILLER LEAVES 
THE SCENE OF THE 
CRIME WITHOUT 
MAKING SURE THE 
VICTIM IS DEAD. 


IN SOME 
STORIES, THE 
KILLER WILL 
WRITE A FAKE 
DYING 
MESSAGE, 





























YOU COULD 
EVEN CONCLUDE 

THAT IT’S BETTER 
70 IGNORE THEM 
= UNLESS YOU CAN 
|. ASK THE PERSON 
~ WHO LEET IT WHAT 
IT MEANT. 










AND EVEN IF THE 
KILLER DIDN'T 
KNOW WHAT 

THE VICTIM WAS 

TRYING TO WRITE, 
THEY WOULD 

PROBABLY ERASE 

IT ANYWAY. 


THE KILLERS 
ALREADY LEFT, 
THERE’S NO 
IT DOESN'T NEED TO PUT 


MAKE SENSE THAT Oe IN 
ANYBODY WOULD 
SPEND THEIR DYING 
MOMENTS RACKING 
THEIR BRAINS FOR 
AN ELABORATE 
MESSAGE, ANYWAY, 












































WHEN YOU 
LOOK AT IT 
THAT WAY, A 
DYING MESSAGE 
IS THE MOST 
USELESS KIND 
OF CLUE 
THERE |S, 



































AND 
GENERALLY, 
IT'S THE OTHER 
PARTS OF THE 
EVEN IF THEY STORY THAT 
ARE OFTEN EARN THEM 
USED AS A THEIR 
SUBJECT, THERE REPUTATION, 
ARE A LOT OF 
PROBLEMS 
WITH TAKING 
THEM TOO 
SERIOUSLY. 








THERE ARE 
SOME CLASSIC 
MYSTERIES THAT 
FEATURE DYING 
MESSAGES. 


I ASSUME 
SOMEONE HAS 
A QUESTION 
FOR IWANAGA- 
SAN... 






























BUT I DID 
TELL HER WE 
DON'T LIKE 

TAKING THESE ji 

CASES. 







LET ME GUESS. 
SOMEONE LEFT A 
DYING MESSAGE, 
AND YOUR FRIEND 

FIGURED THAT 

IWANAGA-SAN.., 


































































IF YOU CAN 
TALK TO THE 
VICTIM'S GHOST, 
WHO CARES 
ABOUT A DYING 
MESSAGEP 
JUST ASK 
THEM WHO 
THE KILLER 


1S! 
BESIDES, 
IF YOU CAN ~ 





GET THE 
ANSWER 
FROM THE 
GHOST, 
IT’6 NOT A 
MYSTERY 
ANYMORE! 





WE MAY BE 
ATTENDING 
ONE OF 
THE BETTER 
BUT SCHOOLS, 
WE'RE NOT 
SO ELITE THAT 
WE COULD TAKE 
ON REAL-LIFE 
MURDER CASES 
AND TRY TO 
SOLVE THEM, 





SSS 


WE COULD 








MAKE ENEMIES | @ Aer ae a 
Cencase EO i WEDONT “MURDERS 
wHar INNOCENT “ ABOUT Pee ee 
IF WE TOOK PEOPLE [SE (| pera bees 
HOW WOULD 


werix ire EST | a 



























































YEAH, AND 
I SUFFERED 
FOR IT, 
REMEMBER? 


BUT SHE 
WASN'T ASKING 
US TO SOLVE 


CAN THINK 

OF SOMEONE 

WHO ALMOST 
MADE AN ENEMY 
OF IWANAGA-SAN 

BY DRAGGING 

HER INTO OUR 

CLUB... 


WAIT A 


Ir’6 Teue MINUTE, 
THAT THE 
GIRL CAME 


IT, OR FIND OUT tn A TO ME TO 
WHO DID IT le | TALK ABOUT 
4 AKILLING. 





IT HAPPENED 
FIVE YEARS 
AGO, AND 
THE KILLER 
CONFESSED A 
WEEK LATER, 













TRIAL’S 
LONG 
OVER, 

TOO, 








SS 


ee 




















THERE WAS 
A DYING 
MESSAGE THAT 
SUPPOSEDLY 
POINTED AT 
\. THE KILLER. 


APPARENTLY A GIRL 
A DYING FROM 


MESSAGE AKIBA-KUN’S 


WAS MAKING CLASS HAD 
HER UNCLE’S COME TO 


LIFE MISER- HIMWITHA 
PROBLEM. 




















THOUGHT 
THAT IF 
ANYONE 

COULD HELP, 
IT WOULD BE 
IWANAGA- 



































Crow Trading, Fava 


REITARO 
OHASHI, 












| 31 AT 

| | THE TIME, 
AND HE 
WORKED 







HE WAS A 
TOP CLASS 






EMPLOYEE, : ATA 
THE BEST | TRADING 
OF ALL HIS COMPANY. 


HE WORKED CONTEM- 
HIS WAY  PORARIES. 
UP THE 
CORPORATE 
LADDER 
PRETTY 
QUICKLY. 





THEN, EARLY 
ONE MORNING 
TOWARD THE END 
OF AUGUST, THEY 
FOUND HIM IN 
HE THE STREET SO 
WAS METERS* OUTSIDE 
LYING HIS APARTMENT. 


*ABOUT SS YARDS. 












































ee 























THERE WAS 
A METAL 
HAIMMER, 

ABOUT 20 

CENTIMETERS* 

LONG, ON THE 

GROUND NEAR 
HIS BOD». 









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































*ABOUT 8 INCHES. 
















SUPPOSEDLY, 
SOMEONE 
EASILY COULD 
fo 4 HAVE WAITED 
| TO AMBUSH 
HIM WITHOUT 
ATTRACTING 


eee: ANY 
| | SUSPICION. 


























-— 


<< os Ss . 


limWASIE 

HOR EONS 
TALLY AIN, 
KAIAKANA= 

- “OTHEINAME, 
} RELIC. @ 














THE TIME 
OF DEATH 
WAS SOME 
TIME LATE 
AT NIGHT, 

AFTER 11:30, 








THE INVESTIGA- |. 
TION DISCOV- | 
ERED THAT HE |i 
WAS ON HIS 
WAY HOME 
AFTER WORKING |h 
OVERTIME WHEN ! 
HE MET HIS CN 
TRAGIC FATE, | 



































AND THE 
VICTIM WROTE 
A DYING 
MESSAGE IN 
BLOOD... 









































AND THEY 
LEARNED THAT 
THE VICTIM HAD A 
COWORKER WHOSE 
NAME MATCHED 
THE BLOODY 
MESSAGE, AND 
THAT COWORKER 
HAD A MOTIVE. 


THE UNCLE 
OF THE 
GIRL WHO 
BROUGHT 
THE CASE TO 
AKIBA-KUN. 


THE KILLER 
FROM THE 
























































THERE WAS NO 
SIGN THAT ANY 
MONEY HAD BEEN 
STOLEN, SO THE 
INVESTIGATORS 
FIRST ASSUMED 
IT WAS A 
PERSONAL 


mm VENDETTA. 


TAKEHIKO 
NAKA- 
MURA- 
SAWA- 

SAN. 




















































































































BASED 
N CIRCUM- 
STANTIAL 
EVIDENCE, HE 
WOULD BE 
THE POLICE’S 
NUMBER ONE 
SUSPECT. 











THAT’S 
WHAT THE 
POLICE 
THOUGHT, 
TOO. 


































AND THERE 
WAS ONLY 
ONE PERSON 
RELATED TO 





THAT NAME. 











| HIM. 


THE CASE WITH 



































THEY WERE 
CONSTANTLY 







AT ODDS, 

FEW DAYS st ett he 
BEFORE THE GET AHEAD OF & 
MURDER, THE EACH OTHER, 
VICTIM HAD AND THEY 

CLOSED A DID NOT 

BIG DEAL. GET ALONG, 












so, 

IN OTHER 
WORDS, THIS 
GIRL’S UNCLE 
WOULD ONLY 
BE TOO GLAD 
TO BE RID OF 

















THEY CON- 
CLUDED THAT 
ONLY THE 
VICTIM COULD 
HAVE WRITTEN 
THAT BLOODY 
*‘TAKEHIKO” 
MESSAGE, /. 
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ACCORDING |]: 
TO NAKA- 
MURASAWA- 
SAN, HE AND 
THE VICTIM 







JOINED THE |= 
COMPANY 
AT THE SAME |~ 
TIME, AND 
THEY WERE 
ALWAYS 
COMPETING. 





























ib 





ye 













































TURNED TO 
NAKAMURA- 
SAWA-SAN 
WITH A GRIN 
THAT SAID, 






























BUT 
SUDDENLY 
THE REAL 
KILLER CAME 
FORWARDP 

































\/ 
oO 

IT WAS 

fous, 

DAYS ye 


AFTER THE 
MURDER. 
































IT WAS A 30-YEAR- 
OLD MAN WHO 
LIVED ON THE 12TH 
FLOOR OF THE 
BUILDING NEXT TO 
THE SPOT WHERE 
THE VICTIM WAS 
FOUND DEAD. 











AND HIS 
FINGERPRINTS 
WERE A 
MATCH FOR 
THE ONES 
FOUND ON 
THE HAMMER. | 


Cit) Oo fof fo oa oy 




















HUY 7 wy 


APPARENTLY, ON 
THE AFTERNOON 
BEFORE THE 
INCIDENT, THIS 
MAN HAD BEEN 
ASSEMBLING AND 
INSTALLING SOME 
| NEWLY PURCHASED 
FURNITURE. 


P| 


v 


e=ik 


Saal 


WHEN HE 
FINISHED, 
HE LEFT HIS 
HAMMER ON 
THE LIVING 
ROOM COFFEE 
TABLE. 














ASLEEP IN THE 
LIVING ROOM 














WITH THE 
WINDOW OPEN. 





AS BAD LUCK 
WOULD HAVE 
IT, SOMETHING 
CAUSED 
THE MAN 
TO DREAM 
ABOUT BEING 
CHASED BY 


IN HIS DREAM, 
HE PICKED UP A 
NEARBY STICK 
AND THREW IT 
AT THE ANIMAL. 








THE NIGHTMARE 
CAUSED SOME 
RESTLESS SLEEP, 
BUT IT DIDN’T 
WAKE HIM UP— 
HE SLEPT UNTIL 
THE FOLLOWING 
MORNING. 


Y 
THEN, HE’D 
FORGOTTEN 
SO HE ALL ABOUT 
DIDN’T THE 
THINK HAMMER, 
ANYTHING 





SO YOU’/RE t 
SAYING 
WHEN THE MAN 
STICK AND 
THREW IT IN 
HIS DREAM, 
SAME IN REAL / 
LIFEP : 


y ry 
IN Wi | N ‘k \ uli 


GRABBED 
THE 
NEGREY 
HAMMER... 


ge 
oy 


THE OPEN 
WINDOW. 
































UNLUCKILY, IT 
FLEW OUT OF 
THE APART- 
MENT, ALL THE 
WAY TO THE 
CURB, WHERE 
IT STRUCK THE 
VICTIM. 























AT FIRST, WHEN 












































A MAN WAS 
FOUND NEAR HE WAS UP 
HIS BUILDING, 
ON THE 12TH 
KILLED BY A 
FLOOR, SO 
BLOW TO THE 
THE HAMMER 
HEAD, HE HAD 
WOULD HAVE 
NO IDEA THE : 
‘| FALLEN A : 
TWO THINGS CONSIDERABLE | «| 
WERE RELATED. : 


DISTANCE, 


4 HE FINALLY 
CONNECTED 
THE MURDER 
WEAPON TO 


















































































































HIS DREAM { 
WHEN HE | if hot 2 
| REPORT ON wurde” K 
THE NEWS \ : 


SAW THE N 
is 
LATER. , 


























+ KNOWING 

FULL WELL 
THEY’D THAT IF HIS 
FIND HIS GUESS WAS 
RIGHT, 


FINGER- 
PRINTS 
ON THE 
HAMMER, 
AIND 
HE'D BE 
ARRESTED. 


AND THE 
FRACTURE OF 
THE SKULL WAS 
MORE CON- 
SISTENT WITH A 
BLOW FROM A 


FLYING OBJECT 
THAN WITH A 
BLUDGEONIN 


| ONCE THEY 


DETERMINED 
THERE WAS NO 
CHANCE TO STEAL 
THE HAMMER FROM 
THE MAN’S APART- 
MENT, THE CASE 
LEFT LITTLE ROOM 
FOR FURTHER 
\ SPECULATION. 





HE DIDN’T 
WANT TO 
BELIEVE IT. 


BUT HE 
DECIDED 
TO GO 


























THE 
VICTIM WAS 
WALKING ON A 
DARK STREET 
ALMOST 4O 
SO METERS* 
THEY DIDN’T BELOW 
THINK ITWAS HIM, 
POSSIBLE TO 
HIT HIM WITH 
A HAMMER ON 
PURPOSE. 


*ABOUT HS 















YARDS. 


BETWEEN THE MAN 


AND THEY PROVED 
THAT HE DID OWN 





WITH HIS 
CONFESSION, 
THE CASE 
WAS SOLVED 
INSTANTLY. 










COULDN'T FIND 
A CONNECTION 


AND THE VICTIM, 


THE HAMMER. 
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F} STANTIAL 
EVIDENCE 
WAS ALL 














KILLING 
WAS RULED 
f=] AN UNFOR- 
| TUNATE 
































. ACCIDENT. 


BUT THEN 
THE DYING 
MESSAGE 
IS STILL A 
PROBLEM. 


IF THE 
ACCIDENT 
THEORY IS 
CORRECT, 
i THEN THE 
Big le VICTIM WAS 
MAL | SUDDENLY Hr 
ee SN THERE’S T 
Ore Leave y NO WAY HE BY A FALLING 
LETTERS IN COULD HAVE HAMMER. / 
D. ) KNOWN WHO 
BLOOD TO —~ nt ATTACKED 
IMPLICATE A (ow HIM. 
MURDERERP 





THE ONLY 
PERSON 
HE COULD THE POLICE 
THINK OF HAD A 
WHO WOULD THEORY, AND 
DO THAT 
Wao NALA: NAKAMURA- 
SAWA-SAN’S 
COLLEAGUES 
ALL AGREED. 


i] 


| 
Mh 


WH 








OHASHI-SAN 
WAS ATTACKED 
IN THE MIDDLE 
OF THE NIGHT, 

AIND THE 
CULPRIT RAN 
OFF WITHOUT 

TAKING 
ANYTHING. 





IN OTHER 66. HS ae 
Bt gine a WAS DYING, 
HE WROTE 

WAS BASED TO DECLARE 
PURELY ON HIS GUESS 
THE VICTIM’S AS TO THE 


ASSUMPTION. KILLER. 


aE 





- 


THAT WOULD | Secenueentnes 
CoMpLicaTe \eA Bet —li\e 


MATTERS, 








IT WAS A WELL- | Ly 
KNOWN FACT THAT |¥ BASED ON THE 


NAKAMURASAWA- CIRCUMSTANCES, 


SAN HATED 
/ EVERYONE  _ OHASHI-SAN, EVERYONE FIGURED 


INTHE AND COMPLAINED MOST VLD. 
THOUGHT DAILY BASIS. ‘ 
IT WAS A 

PLAUSIBLE 
THEORY. 
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BUT IT’S LIKE A 
TOTAL REJECTION 
OF ALL MYSTERIES 

THAT USE DYING 

MESSAGES TO 

FIND THE KILLER, 





. Ws 
RAN ee niten 


Ne 
rd 


RRS 
SPOR 
EO 


Pa 


MORE LIKE AN 
INTERPRETATION 
THAT SHINES A 
LIGHT ON THE 
FLAWS IN DYING 


MESSAGE 
CAN SHOW US 
THE MENTAL DEDUCTION. 
STATE OF THE 
VICTIM AS THEY 
WRITE THE MESSAGE, 
SO THE READERS 
KNOW WHAT THE 
TRUTH I6, 


REAL LIFE, IT’S 
IMPOSSIBLE TO 
KNOW THE RIGHT 
ANSWER WITH 


\ ANY CERTAINTY. 





IT'S NOT 
EASY TO 
DISPROVE A 
PLAUSIBLE 
THEORY. 


IT DIDN'T 

HELP THAT 
OHASHI-SAN 
WAS POPULAR 


THAT BEING 
THE CASE, 
IT DOESN'T 
MATTER WHAT 
THEY MEANT 
TO WRITE, 


AND IT 
DOESN'T 
MATTER IF OUR 
INTERPRETATION 
OF IT IS 
INCORRECT — 
WHOEVER I6 
IMPLICATED BY 
THAT MESSAGE 
IS GOING TO 
SUFFER, 





NAKA- 
MURASAWA- 
SAN WAS 
CLEARED 
OF ALL 


IN THE 
OFFICE, 


“ SUSPICION, 


BELIEVE 


AND HE WOULD yeahs 
THAT'S — KILL ME.” 


HOW 
EVERYONE 


BUT OHASHI- 


Uy 


MAY AS WELL 
HAVE SAID, 





SAW HIM— 
AS A 
POTENTIAL 
KILLER, 


NAKAMURASAWA- 
SAN ENDED UP 
GAINING A 
PROBLEMATIC 
REPUTATION, 


I HAVE HEARD THAT 
HAVING THE POLICE 
SUSPECT YOU AT 
ALL IS ENOUGH TO 
CHANGE PEOPLE'S 


AND IF A POPULAR 
GUY IMPLICATES YOU 
AS HE'S DYING, THAT 
WOULD TAKE IT TO A 
WHOLE OTHER LEVEL, 






























































IT WOULD 


HAVE A ot tox 
NEGATIVE = 
INFLUENCE, EVEN | « pe 
AFTER THEY 
Xx CATCH THE 
t TO MAKE cf REAL KILLER, 
LIE MATTERS haar , 
aie WORSE, ON 
i THE STREET =— 
WHERE HE ee = 





i BECAUSE 
THE MAN HE 
THOUGHT 
KILLED HIM 
WENT FREE, 





DIED... 













SO NOW | 
PEOPLE ARE | 
SAYING THAT | 
IT'S OHASHI- | 
SAN, AND HE 
CAN'T PASS 

ON... 





STREAMING 
DOWN HIS 
HEAD. 









ea ( 
ITH { l 
THROW A AND 
GHOST IN PEOPLE 
THE MIX, AND ARE STILL 
THAT BAD pe SEEING THE 
REPUTATION | \ GHOST 
COULD HAUNT : YEARS 
HIM FOREVER, LATER, 





APPARENTLY, 
HE HASN'T 
CONSIDERED 
FINDING ANOTHER 
JOB BECAUSE 
HE LIKES THE 
COMPANY 
ITSELF. 





THE TRUTH 
ABOUT THE 
MESSAGE, 


POSSIBLY 
SPREAD THAT 
TRUTH AROUND 
THE COMPANY, IN 
THE HOPES THAT 
HER UNCLE WILL 
GET BETTER 
TREATMENT? 





THE PEOPLE 
WHO WORKED 
UNDER HIM 
DIDN'T TRUST 
HIM, THE PEOPLE 
ABOVE HIM AND 
HIS CUNT LOST 
CONFIDENCE 
TRANSFERRED +OST ALL 


RTO ADEAD-END HOPE OF 


POSITION AND CAREER 
HASN'T HAD A ADVANCE- 
RAISE IN FIVE MENT. 


BUT IF THERE’S 
SOME OTHER 
PLAUSIBLE 
. EXPLANATION 
LIKE MAYBE \ FOR THAT DYING 
HE DIDN'T —\. : MESSAGE— 


NAKAMURE- 
SAWA-SAN— 
THEN MAYBE 
HIS LIFE COULD 
GET BETTER, 


wid 


THE POLICE’S 
THEORY MAY BE 
THE TRUTH, BUT 
THERE'S NO WAY 

OF KNOWING 

FOR SURE, 
AFTER ALL, 


CLASSMATE 
1S VERY 
THOUGHT- 








IT’S JUST 
THAT AT FAMILY 
GATHERINGS, HER 
UNCLE WILL GET 
DRUNK AND RANT 
TO EVERYONE 
ABOUT IT 
NONSTOP. 


SO SHE WANTS 
TO SAY TO HIM, 
‘THE DYING MESSAGE 
DIDN'T MEAN YOU, 
UNCLE, IT MEANT THIS. 
SO WHY DON’T 
YOU TELL YOUR 
COWORKERS 








SHE'S NOT 
DOING 
THIS OUT 
OF ANY 
SYMPATHY 
FOR HER 
UNCLE, 


ALMOST 
ALL OF HER 
AND THEY RELATIVES 
FEEL SORRY HAVE HAD 
FOR HIM, BUT TO DEAL 
THEY ALSO WITH HIM. 
REALLY WANT 








WELL, IT DOES 
MAKE THINGS 
EASIER FOR US 
IF HER MOTIVE 
IS THAT SELF- 
SERVING, 




















"Y 


ME AN th 


FOR 
CRYING OUT 
LOUD, THIS IS 
NOT THE KIND 
OF PROBLEM 
YOU TAKE TO 
THE MYSTERY 

CLUB, 





THE REASON 
PEOPLE BELIEVE 
THE POLICE’S 


PUTTING ALL HIS = IT MAKES THE 
ENERGY INTO MOST SENSE. 
CONVINCING PEOPLE 
OF A DIFFERENT 
POSSIBILITY, HE‘LL 
STOP BOTHERING 


a 
HY 




















(haa ce A 
HES OO CLEANS 


\\ BUT AFTER ALL 


NY THIS TIME, COLLD 
mee HE REALLY GO AND 
Wee (SAY, “THIS IS WHAT 
IT REALLY MEANT,” 
AND HAVE PEOPLE 
BELIEVE ITP 


i 


IF THE IWANAGA- 
SAN COULD GET 
THE ANSWER 
STRAIGHT FROM 
CHASHI-SAN'S 
GHOST, THAT 
WOULD BE PRETTY 
CONVINCING ON 
ITS OWN, 


EVERYONE'S 
HEARD OF 
IWANAGA- 

SAN, EVEN MY 
CLASSMATE’S 
FAMILY 
MEMBERS, 

































WELL, 
MAYBE HE — TAKEHIKO 
WAS AFRAID IS 
HE WOULDN'T SHORTER, 
FINISH AND 
THEY'D THINK IT 
WAS SOMEONE 
NAMED NAKA 
OR NAKA- 
MURA? 


IF WE 
TRY TO HELP 
EVERYONE, 
WE MIGHT KEEP 
GETTING THESE 
REQUESTS 
FOREVER. 
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BUT WHY DIDN’T 
THE VICTIM WRITE 
NAKAMURASAWA?P 

THAT’S A MORE 


WOULDN'T UNIQUE NAME. 


THAT BE MORE 
SPECIFIC THAN 
TAKEHIKOP 




















I TOLD HER 
I DIDN'T 
KNOW IF THE 
CLUB WOULD 
BE WILLING 
TO HELP, 


AS LONG 
AS WE HAVE STILL. 
IWANAGA-SAN 


IN OUR CLUB, 
I DON’T THINK 
THE OCCULT 
CASES WILL 
EVER STOP 
COMING, 





I DON'T 
KNOW WHY 
EVERYONE 
INSISTS ON 

BELIEVING IN 

GHOSTS. 


e I CAN 
| IMAGINE 
oe LIFE MUST 
“=| BE FOR YOU, 
KOBAYASHI- 


I THINK 
YOU'RE 
SKETCHY, 


AND IF THAT 
SOLUTION MAKES 
IT CLEAR THAT OUR 
CLUB FIRMLY DENIES 
THE EXISTENCE OF 
THE SUPERNATURAL, 


j THENWE 
{ SHOULD STOP 
GETTING é 
THESE OCCULT f 
REQUESTS. 


ee 
(| HOWHARD SKETCHY. 
2 


THEY SHOULD 
KNOW IT’S 
IMPOSSIBLE TO 
GET AN ANSWER 
FROM SOMETHING 
THAT DOESN'T 


IF THAT'S 
HOW YoU FEEL, 
STOP BEING 
SO SKETCHY 
YOURSELF. 


IN THIS CASE, 
THE WISEST 
COURSE OF 

ACTION IS NOT 
TO REFUSE, BUT 

TO GIVE YOUR 
CLASSMATE 
A REALISTIC 
SOLUTION. 









































om THEN HIS 
MESSAGE 
MUST NOT 
HAVE BEEN 
ABOUT THE 
KILLER. 


























BUT 
HOW COULD 
WE POSSIBLY 
CONVINCE ANYONE 
THAT THAT 
MESSAGE MEANT 
4 be ANYTHING 
roar ik ELSEP 


it wor v 
posaivle. 


YOUR BIAS, 
AND THINK 


IF THE VICTIM 


AND HE DIDN’T 
KNOW WHO THE 
KILLER WAS... 














HE WAS 
STRUCK IN THE 
BACK OF THE 
IT OCCURRED TO a HEAD WITHOUT 
HIM THEN THAT SS ‘i WARNING, AND 
HIS RELATIVES a WSS ; HE FELL TO 
AND ASSOCIATES _ "dh THE GROUND 
50 HE DECIDED iota ee Y/, , , BLEEDING. 
TO GIVE THEM PROBLEMS 
THE KEY TO RESULTING FROM 
SOLVING THOSE HIS. DEATH, 
PROBLEMS, 

















CONCLUSION, 
PROBLEMS YES? 
FROM HIS 
DEATH? LIKE 
WHAT? 












































WITHOUT THAT 
PASSWORD, FOR EXAMPLE, 
EXPONENTIALLY 18 PERSONAL 
nT ee HARDER TO LOOK COMPUTER, THEY 
FRIENDS AND AT THE CONTENTS WOULD NEED A 
ACQUAINTANCES, OF THAT PASSWORD, 
BANK ACCOUNT COMPUTER, 
AND FINANCIAL 
INFORMATION, 







EVIDENCE ON THE 
KIND OF LIFE 
HE LIVED— 







IT WOULD HAVE 
PLENTY OF 
INFORMATION 
THAT THEY 
WOULD NEED, 
























Carimer 
Auctions 








BUT ‘ 
WHEN IT COMES OF COURSE, 
TO CONNECTIONS cu SOME PEOPLE 
THAT ONLY EXIST WOULDN’T WANT 
VIA THE COMPUTER, Net Account Login OTHERS TO 
SUCH AS MONETARY aaa INVESTIGATE THEIR 


IT TRANSACTIONS, AND al COMPUTER, BECAUSE 
ONLINE INTERACTION ecm | IT WOULD CONTAIN 


WOULD BE 
WITH FRIENDS FIND DATA THEY DON'T 
IMPORTANT — ACQUAINTANCES, a 


FOR BOTH : WANT OTHERS 
HIM AND HIS = TO SEE. 
NEXT OF KIN 

THAT THEY GET 
ACCESS. 




















Gy Son tkiawa 
AES Gail 

















PASSWORDS ARE 
GENERALLY WRITTEN 
IN ROMAN LETTERS, 
BUT WRITING ALL THE 
LETTERS FOR TAKEHIKO 
Eire 8 WOULD TAKE TOO 
WRITE IT IN LONG—HE MIGHT 
KATAKANA HAVE DIED BEFORE 
BUT WHEN WOULDN'T BE INSTEAD. He FINISHED, 
THE BEREFT — IMMEDIATELY | | 
ARE GOING OBVIOUS 
BELONGINGS — passworp, 
AND THEY NEED 
A PASSWORD, 


THEY'LL TRY 
EVERYTHING ‘I Te ; 


THEY CAN re | coal 


THINK OF. 


THERE WOULD AND 
WOULDN'T 
BE NO HARM IN 
THEY THINK 
TRYING IT, AND 
: OF THAT VERY 
SURELY THEY'D 
IGNIFICANT 
REALIZE THE NEED 
WORD THAT HE 
TO INPUT IT USING rsaptla eo, 
THE ROMAN | PY 
ALPHABET. 

















EVEN IF THE 
RELATIVES 
HAVE FIGURED 
OUT THAT 
THE BLOODY 
MESSAGE 
WAS A 
PASSWORD... 





What a 
conscientious o. iy 
sword! 


m SINCE THE CASE 
HAD ALREADY Am, Hy 
BEEN SOLVED, THEY | f —~n\ 
WOULDN'T BOTHER | 
REPORTING IT TO 
THE POLICE OR HIS 
FORMER PLACE OF 


EMPLOYMENT, | ff 








BUT WOULD 
_ SURELY HE USE THE 
BUT DID THE HE WOULD NAME OF 
VICTIM REALLY PREFER TO FIN ENEMY 
SEE TAKEHIKO j AVOID BEING COWORKER 
NAKAMURASAWA- fk REMINDED FOR HI§ 
OF THE GUy PASSWORD? 
HE HATES 
EVERY TIME 
HE LOGE IN, 


MAYBE 
NAKAMURASAWA- 
SAN |S SIMPLY 
SPREADING 
HIS OWN 
UNCONFIRMED 





WAS ACTIVELY TRYING 
TO GET ALONG WITH 
HIM, OTHERS WOULD 
SEE THEM AS BEING 
ON BAD TERMS. 


DOUBT THAT | 7 


THE VICTIM 
WAS A 


VERY GOOD 
EMPLOYEE. 


BUT WHAT 
ABOUT 
NAKAMURE- 
SAWA-SANP 


EVERYTHING 
WE KNOW 
ABOUT THIS CASE 
PERTAINING TO 
NAKAMURASAWA- 
SAN WAS 
PROVIDED BY 
NAKAMURASAWA- | 
SAN, NOP 


NAKAMURA- 

SAWA-SAN’S 

HATRED STILL 

COULD HAVE 
BEEN ONE- 
SIDED. IF HE 

\ WAS ALWAYS 

BAD-MOUTHING 

THE VICTIM... 


PERCEIVED 
GLOATING 
MIGHT HAVE 
BEEN MERELY 
Al PROUECTION 
OF ENVY OR 


BUT THEIR 
COWORKERS 
ALL SAID THEY | 
DIDN'T GET RR 


PERHAPS 
EVEN MORESO 
IF THE VICTIM 

WAS INDIFFERENT 
ABOUT 
NAKAMURASAWA- 
SAN AND TOTALLY 
IGNORED HIM. 


HEARD THAT 
THEY WERE 
AT ODDS, BUT 
ONLY FROM 
NAKAMURA- 
SAWA-SAN 
HIMSELF. 





RACED EACH OTHER 


THOSE SORTS 
OF DECLARATIONS 
WOULD SERVE 
TO GIVE THE 
IMPRESSION THAT 
HE WAS JUST AS 
GOOD A HIS 
ALLEGED RIVAL, 

















AND WAS 
NOT EVEN A 
BLIP ON OUR 
OUTSTANDING 
VICTIM'S 
RADAR, 











| STARTING 
TO GET 
PAINFUL, 








SS 
ri 





BUT PERHAPS, 
IN REALITY, 
NAKAMURASAWA- 
SAN WAS AVERAGE, 


OR BELOW AVERAGE, 


IN THE COMPANY... 


PERHAPS 
NAKAMURASAWA- 
SAN ONLY SAID 
THOSE THINGS TO 
MAKE HIMSELF SEEM 
MORE IMPORTANT 
THAN HE I$? 















































THAT'S 
I EVEN A GOOD 
HAVE SOME POINT. 
FRIENDS 
WHOSE GIVEN 
NAMES I 
DON’T KNOW, 


ASSUMED THAT 
NAKAMURASAWA- 
SAN STARTED 
RECEIVING POOR 
BUT TREATMENT AT 
ANYONE WORK AFTER 
WORTH HIS THE INCIDENT. / 
SALT WOULD 
GO FIND A 
NEW JOB, 


BUT NAKA- 
MURASAWA- 
SAN GRUMBLES 
ABOUT THIS AT 
EVERY FAMILY 
GATHERING, 


AMONG HIS 
RELATIVES. 


BUT WOULD HE 
HAVE KNOWN THE 
GIVEN NAME OF A 
COLLEAGUE WHOM 

HE BARELY EVEN 
NOTICED? 


BECAUSE THE 
OPPOSITE OF 
LOVE ISN'T 

HATE, IT’S 
]\ INDIFFERENCE, 


HIS ASSERTION 
THAT HE LIKES THE 
COMPANY COULD 
BE INTERPRETED AS 
AN EXCUSE TO HIDE 
THE FACT THAT 
HE CAN'T FIND A 
BETTER JOB, 


BECAUSE 
THEY JOINED 
THE COMPANY AT 
THE SAME TIME, 
IT’S POSSIBLE 
THE VICTIM KNEW 
NAKAMURASAWA- 
SAN EXISTED, 


IN WHICH CASE, 
THE VICTIM SET 
A PASSWORD 
THAT MATCHED 
NAKAMURASAWA- 
as SVEN 
16 Har NAME PURELY By 
NOTA COINCIDENCE. 


POSSIBIL- 


PERHAPS THE 
PROBLEM LIES 
IN HIS OWN 
ABILITIES AND 
HAS NOTHING 
TO DO WITH 
THIS CASEP 








1D BE MUCH 

BETTER OFF IF 

NOT FOR THAT 
DAMN ACCIDENT/ 


FAMILY TO 
THINK THAT 
HIS POOR 
STATION IS 


COWORKERS, OF THEIR 
700, I'D FAMILY, 
I IMAGINE, 





$0 HE CLINGS TO 
THIS COINCIDENCE, 
THAT THE DYING 
IN AN ATTEMPT VS NE 
TO SHOW THAT HE IS 
WORTH ENOUGH TO 
HAVE BEEN NOTICED 
BY THE BEST AMONG 
HIS PEERS. 








THAT MEANS 
OHASHI-SAN IS 
STILL UNHAPPY 
THAT HIS MESSAGE 
IN BLOOD WAS 
IGNORED AND HIS 
KILLER ROAMS 
FREE... 


IT’S JUST 
ANOTHER OF 


NAKAMURASAWA- | 


SAN’S RUMORS. 


HE MADE IT UP. 
THAT EXPLAINS 
EVERYTHING, 


IT’S ALSO 
POSSIBLE 
THAT IT’S A FORM 
OF ESCAPISM— 
SOMETHING HE 
DESPERATELY 
BUT PEOPLE WANTS TO BELIEVE 


HAVE SEEN \ 
ee FOR HIMSELF. 


GHOST AT 
THE SCENE. 


1 PLAUSIBLE. 


I’M TELLING 

YOU, THERE 

/§ NO SUCH 
THING AS 
GHOSTS. 





in AND PEOPLE 
START TALKING 
ABOUT THE KILLING 
AGAIN, THEN YOU 
HAVE A NEW 


WAY TO REEL 
HE DOESN’T PEOPLE IN. 
HAVE TO 
LEAD WITH, 
‘ONE OF MY 
COWORKERS 
WAS KILLED.” 
























HELL GET A 
MUCH BETTER 
REACTION BY 
BEGINNING HIS 
TALE OF WOE 
THAT WAY. 












THE PIECES FIT \. 
TOGETHER, BUT |: 
IT’S SUCH A 
BRUTAL ATTACK 
ON NAKAMURA- 
SAWA-SAN’S 
CHARACTER, 











| ||] THe Most 





THERE WAS 
A MURDER 
INVESTIGATION, 
BUT IT WAS YEARS 
AGO, NO ONE’S 
TALKING ABOUT 
IT—NO ONE 
BUT IF CARES, 
YOU START 
SPREADING 
RUMORS ON THE 
INTERNET ABOUT 
GHOST6.., 





YOU KNOW THOSE 
RUMORS ABOUT 
THE GHOST NEAR 
THAT BUILDING? 
THAT WAS ONE OF 
MY COWORKERS. 


























7, pinas ) 
“oe 
Bi) Neer | 


Vl 
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Me 














HE PLOTTED 
IT ALL AND 
PUT IT 
ON THE 
INTERNET 
HIMSELF, 








[§ WHAT 
MAKES 





NOW 
IT’S MUCH 
EASIER FOR 
NAKAMURA- 
SAWA-SAN TO 
EXPLAIN TO 
THE WORLD 
WHY HE WAS 
FAN UNDER- 

WHELMING 
EMPLOYEE, 


— Wy 
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FIRST OF ALL, 
YOU DON’T HAVE 
ANY PROOF, AND 
SECONDLY, HE'S 
GOING TO KNOW 
ie IF IT’S RIGHT 
RK SAY THIS 
4 IF YOU'RE : Giew Teig OR NOT. 
RIGHT, HE'S NOT HIM YOUR 
p GOING TO ADMIT THEORY— 
A TO SOMETHING 1 
Z/ THAT MAKES \ ee 
Kei HE'D UUST HIM LOOK $0 \ ; 
RANT AND PATHETIC. s 
RAVE EVEN 
MORE, TRYING 
TO DENY IT 
ANY WAY HE 


I DON’T 
KNOW IF THIS 
THEORY I$ 
CORRECT 


THE CORRECT 
INTERPRETATION 

(f7 _ WHAT SHE 1 OF THE DYING 
@ ~©REALLY WANTS MESSAGE |S NOT 


IS TO GET HER WHAT THIS GIRL 
UNCLE TO STOP IS LOOKING FOR, 


DRAGGING 
HER INTO HIS 
MISERY OVER 

THE CASE, NO? 


ERGO, 

SHE SIMPLY 
NEEDS TO TAKE 
HIM ASIDE, TELL 
HIM THE THEORY, 
AND EXPLAIN... 





“F YOU KEEP 
DREDGING UP THE 
PAST, PRETTY SOON 
EVERYONE'S GOING 
TO START THINKING 
THIS MIGHT BE 
THE REAL REASON 
YOU'RE DOING IT. 


SO WHY 
DON'T YOU JUST 
FORGET ABOUT 
WHAT HAPPENED 
AND MOVE ON WITH 
YOUR LIFEP” 
























SO YOU'RE 










THE THEORY SUGGESTING 
IS PLAUSIBLE SHE THREATEN 
ENOUGH THAT HIM, REGARD- 
EVEN IF IT IS LESS IF 



















FALSE, IT'S TRUE 
BECAUSE OR NOT, 
PEOPLE 
MIGHT 
BELIEVE IT 










ANYWAY! 





THE THOUGHT 











IE THE THEORY THAT PEOPLE 
MIGHT BELIEVE 
DOES TURN OUT 
IT WILL MAKE 
TO BE TRUE, THE NAKAMURASAWA- 
RESULT WILL BE 


SAN UNEASY. 






THE SAME, 


HE WILL BE 
SICKENED BY THE 
FEAR THAT PEOPLE 
MAY HAVE CAUGHT 
M ON TO THE TRUTH 
; HE NEVER WANTED 
EITHER WAY, g THEM TO SEE. 
NAKAMURASAWA- SS 
SAN WILL NEVER 
BRING IT UP 


BECAUSE 


EVERY 
TELLING TIME HE 


THEMSELVES, DOES, HELL 
‘THAT'S THE —- FEEL THAT 
INCOMPETENT PEOPLE ARE 
FOOL WHO JUDGING 

MAKES UP HIM, 

STORIES TO 
MAKE HIM- 
SELF LOOK 


IF HIS NIECE 
BRINGS IT UP 
THREATEN WITH AN AIR 
OF NOBLE 
HIM, AND CONCERN. 
HE’D THANK - 
HER FOR 
[To 


1 SAYING 
SHE'S UUST 
/ \ TELLING HIM 
‘> NOW, BEFORE \* 
PROBLEM ~ OTHER PEOPLE \) 
SOLVED, ein: HE START SEEING 


MIGHT HIM IN THAT 
EVEN LIGHT, 
THANK 
HER, 





NOW WE 
CAN SHOW THE 
SCHOOL THAT 
THE MYSTERY 
APPRECIATION 
CLUB IS A SENSIBLE 
ORGANIZATION 
THAT DOES NOT 
ENCOURAGE BELIEF 
IN GHOSTS. 


WOULDN'T 
WE BE MORE 
SENSIBLE IF 

WE PUT A 
STRONGER 

EMPHASIS ON 
THE TRUTH AND 
THE PROPER 
WAY TO 
FIND ITP 




























HE WROTE 
DETECTIVE 
NOVELS 


IS THIS 
REALLY 





UNDER THE 
PSEUDONYM 
REITARO 
KADA, 
“TAKEHIKO” 
AND 





“REITARO," 





NOW THAT YOU ¥} 
MENTION IT, THE \ 
VICTIM’S NAME 
WAS REITARO 
CHASHI, RIGHT? £ 















THERE'S 
Hf AFrAMoUs \° 

AUTHOR FROM \" 

THE SHOWA |S 
ERA* NAMED 
TAKEHIKO 
FUKUNAGA, 










*1925-1988 


THAT SOUNDS 
LIKE THE FORCED 
CONCLUSION OF 4 
MYSTERY FANATIC 

WHO WANTS 

TO SHOW OFF. 





IS IT POSSIBLE 
THAT THAT'S 
WHY HE CHOSE 
“TAKEHIKO” FOR 
HIS PASSWORD? 














in 


Hi i 
fe ot 





RUTHLESS 
AND 


EFFECTIVE. 























AKIBA-KUN 
TOLD HIS 
CLASSMATE 
THE THEORY 
TRIED IT ATA AND HOW 
LATER FAMILY ; SHE COULD 
GATHERING... 














HE NEVER 
BROUGHT 
IT UP AGAIN. 


WE STILL 


IWANAGA- ~ : DON’T 
SAN’S S jf KNOW IF IT 

SOLUTION’ &£ a Lid WAS TRUE 

BROUGHT [i NOR : OR NOT. 

THE BEST | K 

POSSIBLE BUT I GUESS 


RESULTS. 
SAN WAS REALLY 


WORRIED ABOUT 
WHAT PEOPLE 
THOUGHT OF HIM, 
BECAUSE 
HESTARTED | 
WORKING HARD, 
AND HIS AND GOT 
RELATIVES | ; PROMOTED. 
ALL STARTED £F 
LIKING HIM 
MORE. 





we THAT 
WOULD 
HAVE 
DESTROYED 
HER ENTIRE 
PREMISE... 


we THAT HE 
STARTED 
THOSE 
RUMORS 
HIMSELF. 


! 1 THE GHOST 
SIGHTINGS 

STOPPED & 
ALTOGETHER. § 





IF THERE 
HAD BEEN 
ANY MORE 

GHOST 

SIGHTINGS 
AT THE SCENE 


NAKAMURA- 

SAWA-SAN 

WOULD BE 
ALL THE MORE 


SCREAM AT INDIGNANT. 
THE WORLD 

THAT HE 

DIDN‘T 


IT JUST SO 
HAPPENED THAT, 
4 EVEN THOUGH 
THEY HAD BEEN 
FREQUENT ; 
UP TO THAT 


















IT WORKED 
OUT SO 
WE ALL 

DISCUSSED IT 

AS A CLUB. 
















THEN I 
SUSPECT 
MADE A DEAL 
WITH THE 
GHOST, AND 
GOT HIM TO 
GO HAUNT 
ELSEWHERE. 











WE 
WONDERED 
IF IWANAGR- 
SAN HAD 
SECRETLY 
SENT HIM TO 
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say 
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SHE MAY 
HAVE DONE 
THAT, IF THE 
GHOST 
WANTED TO 
PASS ON. 



















BLEEDING 
: i FROM THE 
ANYWHERE, EXACTLY 

BONG A UNIQUE 
ONE WOULD GHOSTLY 
CONNECT FEATURE. 
HIM TO A 
KILLING THAT 
TOOK PLACE 
SOMEWHERE 
ELSE. 
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iMG ; WAIT, 
I’D HAVE : | é \ DOES THAT 
TO FACE an ; 
HER WRATH IF 
I TOLD THE 
TRUTH ABOUT 
HER WITHOUT 9 
HER PERMIS- 9 
SION. f 


7 sO 
MY) WHOIS 
IWANAGA- 

SAN 


REALLYP 
YOU SEEM 
TO KNOW 


MUCH MORE 
ABOUT HER 
THAN I DO. 












| 


i 


| 


SUPPOSE 
SHEISA BX 
‘| LEGITIMATE f 
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IF YOu 
ASKED AN 
ILLEGITIMATE 
BEING, SHE IS 
POSITIVELY 
INSUFFERABLE. 





MY TRAIN IS 
GOING THE 
OTHER WAY, 
SO THIS |S 
WHERE WE 











THANK YOU 
FOR THE 
INTERESTING 

















































PEOPLE 
LIKE HER 
BETTER 
THAN I/D 
HAVE 
EXPECTED. 










WELL ENOUGH Za |\ OW 
TO HOPE IWANAGA- 
SHE’S HAPPY , SAN IS 
WHEREVER SHE Wig \ DOING. 
IS, EVEN IF I’M YY 
NOT A PART 
OF HER LIFE 
ANYMORE. 

















FAREWELL. 
I HOPE YOU 
CAN FIND 
HAPPINESS, 
TOO. 

















THANK 
YOU 
VERY 

MUCH. 


SAFE 
TRAVELS 
TOO. 


AND TELL 
YOUR 
COUSIN 
TO TAKE 
BETTER 
CARE OF 
HIMSELF. 
MENTALLY 
AND PHYSI- 














IN SPITE 
OF IT ALL, 
KOTOKO-SAN 
HAS BEEN 












































I HOPE 
I CAN 
ATTRACT 
SOME GOOD 
PEOPLE INTO 
MY LIFE, 
TOO. 























HOW 
LONG BEFORE 
THAT BOAR 
MONSTER’S 
REPORT GETS 
TO KOTOKO- 
SANP 


- . Ay 
“al ae 







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































PYG PECTIN 


The new 
books 
IWANAQA-sAN 
requests 
are Always 
50 Vieque. 























































































THINK 
SHE'S IN 
MIDDLE |. 

SCHOOL? | | 




































’ WAS THE 
Sori \M | COLLEGE 
“ih HOUSE fe 
SOPHO- /4 ~ 
MORE 

















CHAPTER 30: AM Ri cony Man 'S DILEMIMC BART 









SENPAI! 


| LET'S HAVE 
LUNCH 
TOGETHER! 









KOTOKO 
IWANAGA 
(2O) 


(P 




















7 YOU DON’T 
HAVE TO TREAT 
ME LIKE I’M 

SOME SORT OF 
SECRET. YOU 

é poy B CAN SHOW ME 

A COUPLE! y OFF TO THE 

OF COURSE \ 

WE HAVE 
A GOOD 
RELATION- 


TELLING 
YOU—DO 
ALITTLE 
EVERY DAY, 


AND DON’T 
WAIT UNTIL 
THE LAST 
MINUTE. 


IS THAT 
YOUR NEW 
ADVISEEP 


DON’T : 
“ HAVE WORK f/f 
TONIGHT, 
I HAVE CORRECT? 


TO WRITE 
A REPORT, 
AND I 
WOULD 
LIKE YOUR 
HELP. 


EASIER 
SAID THAN 
Betula 
I CAN’ SULTATIONS 
SNGe BROUGHT TO 
THAT, AND ME ON A DAILY 


IT MAKES IT BASIS. 
VERY DIFFICULT 
TO PLAN MY 
SCHEDULE IN 
ADVANCE. 








4 
TS 





THOUGH 
TECHNI- 
CALLY, THIS § 

















HAVE TO 
STEP.OUT. 
OF TOWN 
FOR A BIT. 

















SATION, YOU 
ARE WELCOME 
TO HAVE YOUR 
WAY WITH M& 
TONIGHT. 


IF YOU HAVE 
TIME FOR 
THAT, WRITE 
YOUR OWN 
REPORT. 


WINS 


ES 
Lif | U Sy 
x ™,, 
i 


ye ayy 


A 4} 


WHAT’S THE 
PROBLEM 
THIS TIME? 
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SS 


AN SS SS 
— = 
WS re ,S 


Ot 
RSANGSS 
RASORK 

rreys 
Issgs 
SESSOS 
QEOVTS 











IT SEEMS 
YOUR 
COMPANION 
PUSHED YOU 
OFF A CLIFF. 


THERE'S \W 
NO WAY IM \ 

CLIMBING 

OUT OF 





SS ' 


TALK LIKE 
I SHOULD 
HAVE 
SEEN IT 
COMING. 


< 
X 


TRUSTED 
HIM, 


YOU CANNOT 
STILL BELIEVE 
THAT, GIVEN 
THESE 
CIRCUM- 
STANCES, 


YOU'RE 
NOT VERY 
NICE FOR A 
MAN'S DYING ¥ 
HALLUCI- 
NATION, 


CSS 


PEL OAPD. 


Go 


Ll frpe 


HOW 
FOOLISH MUST 
YOU BE TO 
MAKE SUCH A 
CLIMB IN SUCH 
TREACHEROUS 
COMPANY? 


“ 





1§ THAT 
REALLY THE 
SORT OF THING 
| YOU SHOULD 
BE SAYING 
IN YOUR 
Yd. SITUATION? 


YUKI-ONNA IS 
SUPPOSED 


DIFFERENCE 
DOES IT 
MAKE IF YOU 
USE YOUR 
YUKI-ONNA 
POWERS TO 


DO 
MORTALS 
THESE DAYS 
NOT KNOW 
ABOUT YUKI- 
ONNAP 





HAVE 
HAVE YOU 
NEVER READ YOU NO BUT YUKI- 


; Kona” || EDUCATION | ONNAKILL | 
ee a ae Be INTHE | | PEOPLE, | 
STORY, THE Se : 


bel. IT’S WHAT 
YUKI-ONNA =| / hi THEY DO. 
SAVES THE | /, : A 

YOUNG MAN, 


I'M JUST 
SOMETIMES WONDERING 
POSE AS WHY A YUKI- 
MORTALS AND ONNA HAS 
ROAM THROUGH READ YAKUMO 


HUMAN KOIZUMI. 
SETTLEMENTS. | 


HAVE YOU 
NEVER EVEN f KUMO 
HEARD OF A fie a KOIZUMI! 
LIBRARYP & _ _¢ WROTE ABOUT 
THAT, TOO. 


AND IF WE 
ARE CURIOUS TO 
KNOW WHAT'S BEEN 
WRITTEN ABOUT 
US, WE MIGHT FIND 
A PLACE THAT 
CARRIES BOOKS 
AND TAKE A 
LOOK. 





ry 


\) 
x 
XY 


ONO ai 
SO 
ye 


SHOULD 

GET YOU 
THROUGH 
THE NIGHT. 





j —«T SHALL 
TAKE YOU DOWN 
TOMORROW 
EVENING, SO 
FOR NOW, YOU 
SHOULD REST. 


YOU ARE 
YOUNG, 


A). YOU ARE 


BEAUTIFUL. 


| STERN AND 
| IMPOSING. 


IF YOU DO 
GET OFF THIS 
MOUNTAIN, I 

RECOMMEND AT 

LEAST READING 

YAKUMO 
KOIZUMI, 


IT WOULD 
BE SIMPLE 


Bur iT wou ENOCH TO 


CAUSE QUITE A 
STIR IE SOMEONE se 
WHO FELL WAY UP Vrs acae 
HERE MANAGED 
TO APPEAR AT 
THE FOOT OF THE E=Z 
MOUNTAIN BEFORE | 


iia JEST, 
OF COURSE. 


FACE |S WELL 

CONSTRUCTED, 
BUTITIS 
RATHER 

FRIGHTENING, 


iN 


NN 
\ uN \ 








WHAT DOES 
A YOKAI 
WANT WITH 


YOU KNOW 
I CANNOT 
BUY ANY OF 
IT WITHOUT 


(Rv 


AA 
LTT 


BESIDES, 
WHEN A 
| PERSON IS 
SOMETIMES eu WTAINS 
THEY GO SO THEN THOSE 
FAR ASTO MOUNTAINS 
DEVELOP THE see OVERRIN 
MOUNTAIN WITH SEARCH 
LAND TO 
PREVENT 
FURTHER 
ACCIDENTS. 
SAVIN you 
is the better 


I SHAN'T 
DEMAND ALL OF 
IT—RESCUING 
YOU WILL NOT 
DO YOU ANY 


GOOD IF YOU ARE 
FOR YOUR PENNILESS WHEN 
LIFE, ITIS YOU RETURN TO 
A RATHER, CIVILIZATION, 

LOW PRICE, 


7] 


MORTALS 
HAVE BEEN 
MAKING 
EXCELLENT 
FOOD AND 

DRINK OF 





I DO HAVE 
THE POWER TO 
| CARRY THINGS 
ee OFF WITHOUT 
: OT ANYONE'S 
NEVER GO AROUND NOTICE, BUT 
THELESS, DISRUPTING — THEN THE 


HUMAN N | THE HUMAN SHOPS MIGHT 
MONEY I WORLD WILLY- GO OUT OF 
NOT EASY ji Leta ate in BUSINESS. 
: ONO 
HAVE MORE pe COUN: “nee PAY FOR IT 





SURELY 
I WON'T BE 
PUNISHED 
FOR TAKING A 
LITTLE PROFIT 
FROM THIS 
SITUATION, /~ 


IT HASN’T 
OCCURRED TO 
YOU TO JUST 
KILL ME AND 
TAKE ALL OF 
MY MONEY? 







SUPPOSE YOU 
WOULD ALSO LIKE 
TO APOLOGIZE 
FOR SAYING I AM 
NOT BEAUTIFUL? 








HERE I 
THOUGHT YOU 
MIGHT TRY 
SOME INSINCERE 
FLATTERY AND I 
COULD DO YOU CREATED 
THE FAVOR OF MUCH 


































MORE UNDER- 
KILLING YOU, Fie cerieTe 
YUKI-ONNA, THE HUMAN 
WITH A IMAGINA- 
STRONGER TION. 
PRESENCE, 


IT'S 
NOT FAIR 
TO START \ 
\ SETTING WEIRD 

I REFUSETO \—~ — \ TRAPS LIKE 
FEEL GUILTY IF | J bl Ne THAT NOW. 
YOU DECIDE : 5 
TO FREEZE TO 


AM Ta 
GOING TO 
LIVE. ? 





BR sovriz | 


x 
E 
O 
W 
¢ 
H 
f 





WHEREVER 
YOU ARE, I 
WILL FIND 
YOU AND 

KILL YOU. 


Vm 


SURELY 
THIS. GOES 


W WITHOUT SAYING, 
i] BUT TELL NO ONE 


ABOUT ME—NOT [% 
YOUR PARENTS, 
YOUR SIBLINGS, 
NOT EVEN YOUR | 

WIFE AND 
CHILDREN. 





ee te pe v . RSV -§ DO FEEL LIKE 


Sh i} (ESV x DYING, I 
I’M KIDDING, | Be eine | On WW We UUST NEED 


Ti. Keep =O\INY y, RE NY? .  \ Nh TO TELL 
YOUR SECRET. \V\ % ee | | ee. Wy SOMEONE 


ABOUT YOU, 


IF I TOLD 
PEOPLE A YUKI- 
ONNA RESCUED 

ME, NO ONE 
WOULD BELIEVE 
ME, ANYWAY. 


i) 
iy 


t 









































HE FELL = =e 
HEAD-FIRST, \iL 
FROMA b— 
RIDGE NEAR | / 
THE TOP 
HE OF THE 
WAS — MOUN- 
BURIED IN TAIN, 
SNOW, I 
COULDN'T 














SEND OUT A 
SEARCH PARTY | § 
TOMORROW & 

MORNING. 

















HOw 
ARE YoU BUT= | 
AMIVEZ! 





I THOUGHT 
I WAS A DEAD 
MAN, BUT BY 
SOME MIRACLE, 
I FOUND A 
PATH DOWN 
i THE MOUNTAIN 
ARREST hl 7 SX HERE I AM, 

THIS MAN, é Be = 
































LL , IT 
REALLY IS A 
YOU'VE GOT MIRACLE YOU 
BRUISES AND \_~}—= SURVIVED. 
FrosTeifeg asses LY 
EVERYWHERE— | Fi] JARS 
=-\ — EVENAFEW Limice— 
CRACKED gee ide —— 
BONES, — 
Alsi a 








THE LAST 
STRAW WAS 
WHEN YOU 
INDICATED 
THAT YOU HAD 
ABSOLUTELY 
NO INTEREST 
IN THIS GIRL 
WHATSOEVER, 


WE HAVE THE 
DEFENDANT'S 
TESTIMONY. 


E 
SAYS HE 
COULDN’T 











HE'S IN 
LOVE WITH 
Y SHE TOLD | WOMAN 


Sy HIM SHE WAS WHO HAS 


GOING TO TELL A CRUSH 
YOU HOW SHE ON YOU. 
FEELS ABOUT 

YOU WHEN YOU 

GOT BACK 
FROM THIS 
CLIMB, AND 
SHE ASKED 


me, 


aia 











HE COULD 
GET CLOSER TO 
HER WHILE SHE 
MOURNED, AND 
EVENTUALLY SHE 
WOULD BE HIS. 





HE SAID HE 
GOT IT INTO 
HIS HEAD THAT, 
WITH YOU 
DEAD... 

















I FIND IT 


HARD TO BELIEVE 


THAT A GUY I'VE 
BEEN FRIENDS 
WITH SINCE HIGH 
SCHOOL WOULD 
TRY TO KILL ME 
OVER THAT. 




















THE AUTHOR 
WAS AN 
ENGLISHMAN 
WHO HAD 
BECOME A 


NATURALIZED | 


JAPANESE 


CITIZEN, 
HIS BIRTH i 


NAME WAS 
LAFCADIO 


HE WAS A 
LITERARY SCHOLAR 
AND WRITER WHO 


WAS FAMOUS FOR 
HIS COLLECTIONS 
OF STORIES 
ABOUT JAPANESE 
LEGENDS AND 

FOLKLORE. 








0 























SHE KILLED THE 























OLD MAN, BUT 






























































- SPARED THE 
= Tit YOUNG MAN 
LEAVE - BECAUSE OF HIS 
THE TRIAL ‘GOOD LOOKS. 
TO YOU, cee 


BEING IN THE 
SAME ROOM 
WITH HAYATO 
WOULD JUST 
BE AWKWARD. {x 





I'D 
RATHER NOT 
HAVE TO SEE 
HIM AGAIN. 






*FROM KWAIDAN: STORIES AND STUDIES OF STRANGE 
THINGS BY LAFCADIO HEARN 






THEY’RE AN AF- 
FLUENT FAMILY, 
SO ACCEPTING 
THE MONEY WILL 
PROBABLY BE 
THE BEST WAY 
TO END THIS 
QUICKLY. 











© hee REMEMBERED sg. 
Zz 53 THE -YUKI-ONNE: 
mae 24 
| WHEN'HE TC 
HIS WIFE ABOUT’ 
eee ENCOUNTER 


100 


HAYATO'S 
PARENTS HAVE 
OFFERED TO PAY 
REPARATIONS. 


AND FROM 
THE LOOK OF IT, 
I'D SAY THEY 
WON'T TAKE 
NO FOR AN 
ANSWER. 





CHILDREN’S © 
SAKE, SHE 
DECIDED LET 
HIM LIVE, 


NEVER SEEN 


THERE ARE 
SOME SCARY 
THINGS OUT 

THERE. 


DONE WITH 





MOUNTAIN 
CLIMBING, 

















I DIDN'T 

HAVE A y 

GOOD AFTER I 
MIND FOR i GRADUATED 
BUSINESS | COLLEGE, I 


MYSELF. 
BUT BECAUSE I 


WASN’T AFRAID 
TO LET OTHERS 
USE MY CAPITAL, 
I ATTRACTED 
PEOPLE WHO 
DID. 





Bae 














BY TEAMING 
UP WITH 

PEOPLE MY 

AND WITH heed ipeae 

EOPLE 

F Ors’ AND SKILLS 
BUT NO 

OVERHEAD 

TO START A 


| IN THEIR 
W ; | WoRK I BUSINESS, 


| MADE MY 
maa BUSINESS A 
SUCCESS. 






































IT’S BEEN 
11 YEARS 
SINCE I'VE 
SEEN THESE 
il, MOUNTAINS. 

















STARTED ull 
MY LIFE tesla 


F RING 


19 ALING 











yi? 
ip 


My 











* 
i 
Y) jjta 


SO THAT’S 
WHAT SHE 
MEANT &y»... 





| | tia TTT 
py Qi iD ONE D | 
() D | TIME, WHEN | 
(| I WAS DYING 
x INTHOSE PP 
MOUNTAINS, 





Ay WOMAN WHO 

1 THOUGHT OF 
HERSELF AS 
A LOOKER. 












































u 
I SOMETIMES I 
reaess ous lets 
You I'D DID THAT 
KILL YOU IF y iN Fe aE 
\. DREAMP 





THE MAN 

IN THAT STORY 

DID THE SAME, 

AND THE YUKI- 
ONNA STILL FLEW 
INTO A RAGE FOR 
HE HAD BROKEN 

HIS PROMISE. 


TECHNICALLY, 
HE WAS TELLING 
AMORTAL SOUL, 
AND IT’S FAIRTO PR 
INTERPRET IT AS 
BREAKING HIS 
PROMISE. 


eye 


Za 


<a 


~~ 


THEN YOU 
HAVE NOT 
YET READ 
YAKUMO 
KOIZUMI 


I HAVEN’T 
TOLD 
ANYONE. 


I WAS 
JUST 
REMINISC- 


YEAH, BUT 


HE DIDN/T 
KNOW THAT 
HIS WIFE WAS 
THE YUKI- 
ONNA WHEN 
HE TOLD 
POINT OF HER. 
VIEW, HE 
WASN'T 
TALKING TO 
THE YOKAI | 


BUT WHEN 
I TALKED 
TO YOU, T 
KNEW THAT 
YOU WERE 
THE YUKI- 
ONNA. 


AND I 
HAVEN’T 
TOLD A 
MORTAL 











a 


| Vanilla >» 
oe 


ITISNOT Vg 
TOO LATE— 
SHALL I 
CARRY YOU 
BACK TO 
THE PLACE 


h 
A 
Ni ; 
y 


YOU ARE I’M 
SURPRISED 
YOU co 
IZED ees 
ME, TOO. _| THAT'S 
; : | NOTA 
IT’S BEEN eee 
11 YEARS. joee 
SURELY MY : ) | cirmer 
FACE HAS \ 5 
CHANGED 
WITH AGE. 











I COULD 
BUY YOU 
DOZENS OF 
ICE CREAM 
CONES, 
EASILY. 


IS NERVE- 


GOING 


INTO 
ALL THIS MORTAL 
BUSINESS EsTAB- 


ABOUT LISH- 


POINT _ MENTS. Ki 


CARDS AND 
DISCOUNT 
DAYS AND 
‘BUY NOW 

FOR TRIPLE” 

SOMETHING 
OR OTHER. 


I JOINED THE 


WORKFORCE, 
AND NOW I 
HAVE MORE 

MONEY AT MY 
DISPOSAL. 


BUT ITIS 
TRUE THAT 
I’VEA 
HARDER 
TIME 
FINDING 
HUMAN 
MONEY 


WE 
AYAKASHI 
SEE MORE 

THAN A 
PERSON’S 
PHYSICAL 
FEATURES. 


IT ALWAYS 
BOTHERED 
ME THAT 
I NEVER 
REALLY 
REPAID 
yOu. 





/ tponot ¥ 
FOLLOW 
THE HUMAN 
ME INSIDE, I | CALENDAR. 
I COULD TAKE MY = ITIS ALL 
Me West PWaNT® PUZZLING 
WHAT T WANT ; 
omnes yo AND YOU COULD j\ 


ENJOYING A 
UNDERSTAND 
MEAL WITHOUT : THINGS FOR 


WORRYING 
ABOUT PRYING 
EYES. 


THEY DO 


SOME FOOD 


SAY THAT y] - 
ISBEeTTeR PZ \ 


AND I 
SUPPOSE YOU 
CAN MAKE 
SOME RATHER 
ELABORATE 
DISHES IN A 





DIVORCED 
LAST YEAR. 
I’VE GOTTEN 
PRETTY OKAY 
AT COOKING 
SINCE THEN. 





Di- 
VORCEDP 
WHAT HAP- 
PENEDP 


A PARTICU- 
LARLY 
WELL. 








TAT | we sy I STARTED 
so : SIGNS 
AND ils Hut 11 YEARS 











I WAS 
: = AGO WHEN 
BUT MY BEST 
THEN, THE FRIEND 


WOMAN I 
TRUSTED i Tao 















: SO, ENOUGH 
FY wecor |, TO MARRY 
. | DIVORCED. CHEATED 
AU THAT WAS ON ME. 












LAST 





OF THAT, THE 
BUSINESS I 
STARTED AFTER 
COLLEGE GOT 
ABSORBED INTO A 
BIGGER COMPANY 
THREE MONTHS 
AGO WHEN ONE OF 
MY COLLEAGUES 
BETRAYED S 













AS THE 
CEO, THAT 
WHEN I ts ; MY LEAVES 
ASKED MYSELF /. Ae FRIEND, ME OUT 
WHO I COULD (i ait Cee MY WIFE, IN THE 
TURNTOIFI ¥ AND My COLD. 
EVER NEEDED COLLEAGUE 
TO BE MYSELF mn BETRAYED 
AND VENT TO : ME, I LOST 
SOMEBODY, ALL 7 MY JOB, 
I COULD THINK \ AND NOW I 
oe x “HEVE ANY 
on \ FAITH IN 
- PEOPLE. 


; PUT MY 
eS 5 Na LE AFFAIRS IN 
THINKING I’D  \y 5. gg ORDER aS 
foe A WHILE BND Ai 1 dw, COULD, AND 
: AI gest tT MOVED 

REST MY WEARY |4 : 


ko take, 
SOUL WITH SOME ese tray = OUT 


READING AND INC oe wy tt, HERE. 


VIDEO GAMES We - ) ile 


THEY 
THEN YOU 
BOOTED d WILL BE 
ME FROM ; FE: HAVING A 
MY JOB AS t _ DIFFICULT TIME 
CEO, BUT i 7 colip MEETING 
IT’S NOT a Ne YOUR 
LIKE THEY | ‘J sponce EXPENSES. 
TOOK MY : OFF OF 
PERSONAL Ma see 
SRV INGS: Guo PLIGHT. 


I/D SAYTI 


1 AN | sues as 
HAVE ENOUGH = REASON- 
TO LIVE IN | 


| ABLE A 
LUXURY FOR k YOKAI AS 


ANOTHER 30 EVER. 
YEARS. 





mr! BUT IN OLD 
el STORIES, THE 


FRIENDS... 


wiIS THE 
VILLAINWHO Yj 
USUALLY GETS 
AN UNHAPPY 
ENDING. 





WITH 
SUCH THINGS 
PLACED 
BEFORE ME, 

I MIGHT BE 
WILLING TO LET 
YOU BEND MY 


FIRST OF ALL, 
YOU MANAGED 
TO SURVIVE 
TWO ATTEMPTS 
ON YOUR LIFE. 
YOU MUST 


| (r\ HAVE QUITE A 
My, | <q BIT OF LUCK. 


YS 


: 1. Coll 





I WAS ON 
MY WAY TO THE 
GROCERY STORE. 
WHEN WE GET 
THERE, YOU CAN 
PUT ANYTHING 
YOU WANT IN 
THE BASKET. 


SPECIFIC 
DISH, THEN 












































ny 














TO THE BIG 
ened SHOPPING 
YOU AROUND MALL 
TOWN, PEOPLE 
WILL START TO CITY. 
RECOGNIZE 
YOU. 

















*100 YEN IS ABOUT $1. 


























































































































JAPANESE 
ARE 


RICE 
7) YOU SURE 7 REGULAR WINE. 
YOU'RE OKAY . BEER IS 
SETTLING 
FOR CURRY 
UIDON 

















I AM NOT 
CONCERNED 
ABOUT THE 
VALUE YOU 
















































: la. Wa) BUT YOU 
suarie eS SEI SHOULDN’T 









ENSEMBLE. / 


. / WHITE prey 
if wer A: CAN YOU \ CLOTHES KIM 
— STAT EN THIS IS THE 
a Th RN YUKI-ONNA 
































YES! THIS HEAT 
FROM THE 
FRESH-FRIED 
TEMPURA |S TO 


I PREFER DIE FOR! 


TO GAT IT 
SALTED 
RATHER THAN 
SEASONED 
WITH 
TENTSUYU 



















q Eee | ce FOLKTALES, 
THAT WAS a mid /a\_ [ESS ~~ THE SNOW 


WOMEN 
KILLS, We Pomme) MELTED FROM 
























it 1 THEHEAT OFA fk 
uD dW DOESN’T A | HEARTHFIRE, 
| IT HURT ;'E=S OR FROM 
YOU OR DRINKING 
SOME- HOT TEA. 


THING? 


WITH ALL THE 
STORIES YOU 
MORTALS 
BELIEVE ABOUT 
YUKI-ONNA 
eae WHO HAVE 
THINK 1 HAD MULTIPLE 


CHILDREN 
WOULD 
LETA WITH HUMAN 


LITTLE HUSBANDS, 
THING LIKE 


ARE THERE 
ACTUALLY A 
LOT OF YOKAI 
LIKE YOU, 
HANGING OUT 
WITH HUMANS, 
AND PEOPLE JUST 
DON’T KNOW 
ABOUT IT? 


BUT ITIS 


RATHER, \ we \ EASY TO GET IN 
IF A MORTAL A TROUBLE WHEN 


y \ YOU GET INVOLVED 
png Alin AN WITH MORTALS, SO 


\ \\\ I DOUBT MANY OF 
THE PROPER NPRIENDSHIDS 
STATE OF THE \ WITH YOU. 
A \\\ 


WORLD, IT IS NOT EVERY 


Me | DANGEROUS. EO Be 
‘TIS_| ENOUGH P a 
SAFER TO OVER- 
FOR pOwERA 
HUMAN. 





THEN 
ISN’T ITA 
\\\ PROBLEM 
PEW’ youeven FOR YOU 
STAY THE TO KEEP 
NIGHT WHEN VISITING 
YOU'VE HAD ME LIKE 
TOO MUCHTO THIS? 
DRINK. I’M 
GUESSING 
THERE AREN’T 
ALOT OF YOU 
WHO WOULD 
DO THAT. 


BUT SOME 
OF THEM 
ARE OF THE 
OPINION 
THAT IT IS 


I MYSELF 
CONSULTED Py \e WONDERED 
Ne IF I SHOULD 


OUR LADY 


ABOUT IT. 
| ADVANTAGE 


OF WISDOM 
TO ALL 
AYAKASHI, 
YOKAI, 


OTHERS OF 
OUR KIND. 





AND 
AT TIMES, 
WE NEED 
RELIEF FROM 
TROUBLE 
CAUSED BY 
A HUMANS. 


I/VE NOT 
MET HER 
eurtae.. -MORE 
THAN 
RUMORS twice 
ALONE OF HER 
COUNTLESS 
EXPLOITS AND 
HER BRILLIANT 
WISDOM WOULD 
MAKE ANYONE 
FALL IN LOVE. 





WE, TOO, 
HAVE OUR 
DISPUTES, AND 
PROBLEMS 
THAT WE 
STRUGGLE TO 
RESOLVE ON 
OUR OWN. 


AT SUCH 
TIMES, WE 
TURN TO 
OUR LADY 
FOR HELP. 


IF YOKAI 
WORSHIP } 
HER AS A 
GOD, IS 
SHE AN 
EXTRA 
SPECIAL 
KIND OF 
























STANDS 






















ERGO, BETWEEN 
SHE MUST HUMANS AND 
HAVE A SPECTRES, 
POSITION AND BEARS 
IN THE THE RESPON- 
WE HUMAN SIBILITY OF 
ELEVATED WORLD, MAINTAINING 
OUR LADY AS ORDER AND 
FROM THAT WELL. BALANCE. 





POSITION 
TO THAT OF 





OUT ONE OF |), BV SG NOT TAKE 
HER EYES i Leas Sk .. PART, BUT A 
AND SEV- WA fhe NC, GIRL WITH 
ERED ONE poo 2 THE RIGHT 


TO F HE | sae 


Ss 
HER A \ FEES cee SPIRITED 
ONE- Ay : — |) AND ASKED 
LEGGED “ ES . HER TO 
GOD OF 
WISDOM. 
SHE 
AGREED. 





122 


THEY 
KID- 
I NAPPED 
DON’T ACHILD, 
CARE AND fi 
WHY MAIMED /: 
THEY —-HER... 
* en IT— 
1a ¥ THAT’S 
AMaaled : - BRUTAL. § 


I’VE HEARD 
MANY MORE 
STORIES OF 
HUMANS 
DECLARING 
THEMSELVES SACRIFICES, 
TOBEGODS, TOO,DO 
OR DEIFYING YOU NOTP 
OBJECTS THAT 
ARE NOT 
DIVINE. 


INMY |] {  BuTcAN 
yon | A HUMAN 
ARE WILD CHILD 
SURELY REALLY 
NOT ALL, MANAGE 
Clous. OF YOU ARE  YOKAl 
ee WILLING TO AFFAIRS? 
ANSWER TO 


EVER THEY THIS LADY OF 
WANT. YOURS. 


THERE ARE 

NOT MANY 
‘ OF US 

{ THATIS WHO CAN 
PRECISELY SPEAK AND 
THINK LIKE 

HUMANS 

AS I DO. 





THEY 
CALL HER 
CHARMING 
AND UN- 
SPARING. 


THIS 
TOOK A 
SUDDEN, 
GOSSIPY 
TURN. 


AND INDEED, 
ASIDE FROM 
HER WISDOM, 
OUR LADY HAS 
NO POWER TO 


BUT EVEN SPEAK OF. 


MONSTERS 


ENOUGH TO 
REND THE 
EARTH AND 

SUNDER THE 
HEAVENS... 


ARE 
NO MATCH 
FOR THAT 
WISDOM. 

















THERERRE SCR ie 


AND UN- 
MANY OF OUR 
KIND WHO. \ SP ARING 
HAVE ALLIED vel 
THEMSELVES 
WITH OUR 
LADY, SO SHE 
CANREADILY |, [i 
HANDLE A FEW /& 
\ REBELS. aa 


BESIDES, 
SHE HAS 
TAKEN A 
LOVER IN 
RECENT 
YEARS. 

























RIGHTS, 
SUCH A 











BEAST 

BUT SHOULD 
OUR LADY NEVER BE 
LIKES HIM, ALLOWED 
SO WE ANYWHERE 






NEAR HER. 


KIND OF A 

MONSTER 

DOES HE 
HAVE TO BE 
FOR A YUKI- 

ONNA TO 
TALK ABOUT 

HIM LIKE 









AND THIS 
LOVER IS 
THE MOST 
DREADFUL 
OF CREA- 
TURES. 
















I MEAN, 

OF COURSE, 
NOTHING 

COULD 

BE MORE 
ENCOURAGING 4} 
THAN TO) ga 
HAVE HIM ON (xian 
OUR SIDE. 


BuT I WAS 
TOO AFRAID 
TO HEAR ANY 

MORE THAN 


HE IS 
MORE MON- 
STROUS 
THAN ANY 
MONSTER. 


NO ONE 
COULD 
EVER HARM 


SEE THERE 

ARE MANY 

THINGS IN 
THIS WORLD 
THAT I KNOW 


HE ATE THE 
FLESH OF 
ANOTHER 
YOKAI AS 
WELL, AND 
HAS GAINED 
EVEN 
GREATER 
AND MORE 
TERRIBLE 
POWER’ 


SUPPOSED 
TO GIVE YOU 


ACTUALLY 
DONE IT? 


I UNDER- 
STAND THAT 
HUMANS 
SEE HIM AS 
A NORMAL 


ERSON. 
BUT IN OUR Epaen 


EYES, HE IS 
NOTHING BUT 
A DEMON, TOO 
FILTHY AND VILE 
TO DESCRIBE. 


FORTUNATELY, 
HE IS VERY 
SUBMISSIVE 
TO HER, SO 
IT MAY BE 
WE HAVE 
NOTHING TO 
FEAR, BUT... 


































REALM. 





LL 


BY THE BY, 
HOW ARE YOU 
GETTING ON 

WITH YOUR 
NEIGHBORS? 


THERE IS 
NOTHING WRONG 
WITH USING 
PEOPLE A LITTLE, 
BUT WE MUSTN’T 
LET OUR POWERS 
HAVE TOO GREAT 
AN INFLUENCE 
ON THE MORTAL 


SHE SAID 
ITIS NOTA 
PROBLEM AS 
LONG AS NO 
ONE SEES US, 
AND I DON’T 
LET YOU TAKE 
ADVANTAGE 
OF ME. 

















































SO 
WHAT DID 
YOUR 
LADY SAY 
ABOUT YOUR 
RELATION- 
se 









* 1aatt. 























SHE ALSO 
TOLD MEé THAT 


| IF I HAVE ANY 


TROUBLE WITH 
YOU, IT SHOULD 
FREEZE YOU 
AND RUN. 


That way, it 
like Aah 
death, an 


Wo one would 
GG Dv estianke 
A murder, 
RO (Se 
10bh= mets ie eens 


THAT’S A 

PRETTY 

VIOLENT 
SOLUTION, 
‘MY LADY.” 





SOUNDS 
LIKE A 
PRETTY 
DECENT 
PERSON. 


| OR SUBORDI- oo 
NATES, WAS. [| \ / | 


st 
east 
f} 


ee 


I’M A SHUT- 
IN WITH A 


1 “FRIGHTENING” 


FACE, AND AN 
OUTSIDER TO 
BOOT. I THINK 
THE LOCALS 
ARE TOO 


THEY 
SEEM TO 
PARTOF  TOGET 

SOCIETY’S ANYWHERE 


SEEDY NEAR ME. 
UNDER- 


BELLY. 


IT WAS ONE 
OF YOUR 
FORMER 

COLLEAGUES 


IT NOTP 


JUST A FEW 
\ MINUTES 


Se 


y) 


YEAH, BUT 

ONLY ONE 

AND THE OF THEM. 
CALLS ARE 


JUST TO LET 


HS 


CHE act 
con 








I DON’T 
BELIEVE YOU’VE 
GOTTEN TO 
KNOW ANYONE 
OTHER THAN 
MYSELF SINCE 
YOU CAME TO 
THIS VILLAGE. 


WOULD HAVE 
FORGOTTEN 
HOW TO USE 

MY VOICE 
FROM LACK 
OF CONVER- 

SATION. 


ARE TRYING 
TO DRAG 
YOU OUT OF 
HIDING. 


Wee 


ae 























IF THEY STILL \, 
CARED ABOUT 
ME AT THE 
COMPANY, I’D 
BE GETTING 
A LOT MORE 
PHONE CALLS. 












RS, 

















BUT OF 
COURSE, I 
; WILL GLADLY 
«\p| BEHERE FOR 
Al § YOU UNTIL 
YOUR HEART 
HAS HEALED. 


I YY 
KNOw. |( 
IT HAS 

BEEN QUITE 

SOME TIME 

SINCE YOU 
SEPARATED 

FROM YOUR 


Bicah\: 







































IAM 


MORE THAN 
MY FAIR 


OCCASIONALLY, 

OUT OF COURTESY, 
I’LL GET THE “ARE 
YOU INTERESTED 


IN A NEW JOB?” 


(| OFFER, BUT I KNOW 

I’VE ALREADY BEEN 

WRITTEN OFF AS A 
LOST CAUSE. 


e ; Se 
—— ee me 
ese eerie 


AND I 
SEE A LOT 


MORE LIFE 


IN YOUR 
FACE NOW 
THAN I 
DID WHEN 
YOU FIRST 
CAME 
HERE. 


I HAVE 
ALL THE 
GOOD 
FOOD I 
COULD 


WANT... THAT 


MAKES 


ME HAPPY 
ENOUGH. 





SOMETIMES 
WE TALK ABOUT 
MY LIFE AND 
PLANS FOR THE 
FUTURE, BUT 
I’VE MADE IT 
CLEAR THAT I’M 
A SHUT-IN AND A 
MISANTHROPE. 
































EVEN JUST 
ONE ALLY 
WILL BE AN 
ASSET 
WHEN YOU 
DECIDE TO 
GET BACK 
ON YOUR 
FEET. 





WHAT 
PCT IRIG HAPPENED 
THEY ALSO TO YOUR 
SAY IT ISA ENOUGH YOKAI 
WITHOUT 
SHAMEFUL SENSE OF 
HAVING YOU 2 
MAN THAT VIRTUES 
REJECTS A FOR THAT 
WOMAN’S 
ADVANCES. 
















1’/M 
pasically [rote 


ADEAD MAINTAIN 
WALKING SOME 
Biche DIGNITY. 
NOW. YOU 
DESERVE 
A BETTER 
PARTNER 
THAN THAT. 

















BESIDES, 
WOULD YOUR 
LADY REALLY 
APPROVE OF 

THAT \INTIMATE 
A RELATION- 
SHIPP 


YES.SHE 
MERELY ASKS 
I USE CON- 
TRACEPTION. 





















T SHALL |e S 0 | 
WATCH THE | / | 
PAN—You |[ il) |e OH: SEPTEM- 
GO GET THE || [I | L BER 25, 
ai aftr AFTER 
sf istHAT [i teu 


i THE EEL 
"\ BOWLS YOU 
\\\ ORDERED?! 




















































































































































































































i, 






























































MASAYUKI 
MUROI-SAN, 
I PRESUMEP 




















aN 
AS 


Ss 





SSeS 


CEOS 


eee 


EX- 
HUSBAND 
OF MIHARU 


See 
Sess 


BE 


‘ 




















ARE YOU 
AWARE THAT 
YOUR EX-WIFE 

HAS BEEN 

MURDERED? 


™~™E SRA SA 
NAR SNSASAY, SAS 


























IT’S SIMPLE 
AS CASES 
GO, AND THE 
NEWS SITES 


THERE IS 

A CERTAIN 

MAN WHO 

HAS BEEN 
IDENTIFIED AS 
THE POLICE’S 
NUMBER ONE 

SUSPECT. 


THE YUKI-ONNA_ 
WANTED ME TO HELP 
WITH A CASE ABOUT 

A WOMAN NAMED 
MIHARU HARADA WHO 
WAS BLUDGEONED 
TO DEATH ON 
THE NIGHT OF 
SEPTEMBER 12. 


WHY IS A 
YUKI-ONNA 
GETTING 
INVOLVED IN 
A MURDER 
CASEP 


'qmunder stand 
ik she'd frozen 
ky death, 
but she was 
beaten. 





ACCORDING 
TO THE YUKI- 
ONNA, THIS 
MAN HAS AN 
ALIBI FOR THE 
TIME OF THE 
MURDER, BND 
OULD 
SO NOT HAVE 


SHE HAS =COMMITTED 
ASKED ME THE CRIME. 


TO STEP 
IN TO HELP 


BECAUSE 
HIS 


WITNESS 
IS THE 
YUKI-ONNA 
HERSELF. 





HE CAN‘’T 
PRESENT 
HER TO THE 
POLICE. 


a 
ANY ‘ 
‘ 
ANY \ 
ANN 





YSPC 












Bonus Manga 1: 


DRESS WITH 
A SHUNGA* 
PRINTED 
TOP AND 
A PAISLEY 
SKIRT... 7P/ 













IT’S LIKE 
THEY TOOK 
ALL OF HER 
TASTES AND 
DISTILLED 
THEM INTO 
THIS ONE 















we HOW 
TALL 
WAS SHE 
AGAINP 








I 
THINK 
IT’S 
JUST 
THE 
RIGHT 
SIZE. 













nN THE 
/ FLOWERS ARE 
STRATEGICALLY 
PLACED TO HIDE 
THE NAUGHTY 
BITS, COVERING 
THEM UP LIKE 
PIXELATION, BUT 
lg. WITHOUT FEELING 
"N\ FORCED, LIKE 
“a\ THEY JUST FELL 
INTO PLACE. 


| NOW THAT I 
| REALLY LOOK AT. 
Me 


TWAS THIS 

CLOSE TO 

biter I] 4. ACTUALLY 
KURO- i IT. 
SENPAI. INFLUENCE 

IS COR- 

RUPTING 











16 Mave } | IwANAGA, 


MYSELF IN taal 
T BOUGHT POSsES6ION | | DRESS... 


, QNEFOR “OF QUITE A 


lan aera — TREASURE. 
BS Co} 





Bonus Manga 2: “It Happens with Ice Types” 


FRESH OFF 
THE GRILL, 
THIS IS HOT- 
TER THAN 
BE TEMPURA. 


CNA 
ONIN 
‘ THEY'RE ||| 


I SHALL 
BE FINE. 





y 


\ 
‘ yf { 


i 


US i 
ay 


—— 


EVEN A 
YUKI-ONNA 
COULD 
STAND UP 
TO THE 
HEAT OF 
TAKOYAKI! 



































RUMMAGE 
AN 






MAYBE I 
CAN REVIVE 
HER IF I RE- 
FREEZE THE 
MOISTURE 



















REVIVED IN 
THAT SHAPE, 
WOLLD | 
THAT MAKE 
HER A YUKI- JANIE 











5S = 
ms 


SH 











a 
by ence es 
ryt re 


SOMETHING 
TO DRY IT 
WITH, BUT 
I SEE YOU 

HAVE TAKEN 
CARE OF IT. 




















THE LINT STANDS 
OUT SOMEWHAT 
LIKE CHEST HAIR. 
AWFULLY IT 1S REALISTIC— 


FORGIVING T LIKE IT. 
FOR SOMEONE 
WHO ALMOST ICEMAN. 
ENDED UP ; 
LOOKING 
LIKE THAT 
YOURSELF. 


THAT’S 





Thank you for picking up volume 12! 
| hope you'll read the next one, too. 


stat: bea, Shimamequri, qomaurd 
Editovs: 0-Kawa, T-da (honorifics excluded) 





YSPC 






Sa. 


f} 


hk Yuki-Onna in summer 


senpar had 
so little to 
do iw this 
volume that 
he stavted 
cooking some 
pork bone 
broth. 






Y 


Let's 
make 
ramen 


from 
soratch, 


TRANSLATION NOTES 


Gord, page 14 

Upon remembering what she 
A thinks is Kuré’s name, Rena 
remembers the face of Gord 
Inagaki, member of the ultra- 
popular boyband SMAP. 





BUT 
Funazushi, page 16 > : Lecce 
Funazushi is sushi made out of A DOWN 
extremely fermented fish. The taste <I ian FROM 
has been likened to very tangy cheese AND FORCE BEXIND. 
as well as ammonia. ' HER TO EAT 


FUNAZUSHI 
AGAINST HER 
WILL. THINGS 

LIKE THAT. 





Characters that look the 
same, page 21 

As shown in the picture, the two 
lines drawn by the hypothetical 
murder victim can represent 

any of several similarly written 
Japanese characters. Most of them 
are from the katakana syllabary, 
which uses one character to 
represent one syllable. The one on 
the lower left is a kanji character, 
4 representing the number two, 
which is pronounced ni in Japanese. 





Ooooh dun dun dun dun, 
page 42 

Written “hyuu doro doro” in 
Japanese, this is the sound of 
ghostly apparitions. It’s a sound 
effect used in Japanese theater 
(mainly kabuki) when specters 
appear on stage. The “oooh” is 
created by a high-pitched flute 
and sounds like a ghostly wail. 


The “dun-dun-dun-dun” is the OBA GHOST— 
beating of a large drum. This oils 
sound effect can be accompanied | STREAMING 
by pyrotechnic effects, also called ( DOWN HIS 
“hyuu doro doro,” representing 4 7 \, HEAD. 


ghost fire. 





Yuki-Onna, page 82 

DO In Japanese folklore, a 
Ace eee yuki-onna, or “Snow woman,” 
Nor KNOW | is an ethereal woman who 
ae appears in snowy places. 
| She is known for her beauty, 
as wellas for ruthlessly 
killing people with her 
coldness. 





Sen . | SAKE IS 
Ginjd sake, page 117 THE BEST 
Ginj6 saké is a premium type of rice wine JAPANESE 

; P RICE 
made from rice that has been polished down = |REGULAR wine, 
to no more than 60% of its original size. oe 


BUTI 
LIKE THE 
LOW-MALT 
VERSION, 
TOO. 





BOTTLE: GINJOSHU 
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ARE YOU 
AWARE 
THAT YOUR 
EX-WIFE 
HAS BEEN 
MURDERED? 


































































MIHARU 
WAS MUR- 
DEREDP 











ee ae 
Furukawa Takuzo = 















































HERE, IT IS 
GOING TO 












































1 / METS Gi 





) CHAPTER 31: 
“THE YUKI-ONNA’S DILEMMA PART TWO” 


IT SOUNDS SC can Pe 

COMPLICATED Y\ JZ He WAS MERELY 

OMATTER. \ VA DEALING WITH A 
PERHAPS PUSHY SALES- 
I SHOULD MAN. I DID NOT 
NOT HAVE EXPECT TO FIND 
INTRUDED. ; THE POLICE... 


AFTER THE 
_ DIVORCE, 


WIFE MIHARL- 
SAN WAS SAN MOVED 
BEATEN TO TO F CITY, 
DEATH. C PREFECTURE, 
WHERE SHE 
FOUND EMPLOy- 
HER BODY \Y> MENT AT A 


WAS FOUND \ FLOWER SHOP. 
THE NEXT 
MORNING 
ON THE 
GRASS BY IS 
THE RIVER. ABOUT A 


THREE-HOUR © 
PEE ey 
RE. ( WHO  PREFEC- 
WOULD TURE 
HAVE OVER. 
EARLIER a gee THOUGHT 
THIS MONTH, SHE'D BE 
ON THE ‘ LIVING SO 
NIGHT OF x NEARBY? 
MONDAY 
THE 12TH... 












































THE 




















































































































NHERE SHE 
WHERE S 
WAS FOUND HER PLACE OF 
RAN ALONG 
THE ROAD TWO EMEC MENT 
STREETS DOWN | | |_ a ee ae 
FROM THE sca 2 
TR seas ee te THAT WAS THE 
i Hd hee 7 SAW OF HER. 
DID SHE 3 
GOwITH | + 
THE KILLER | |My 34 
WILLINGLY, NE TI 
ORDIDHE | & 
\ TAKE HER BY fi, _L 


































P {& 
FORCE? /\ / : 








WE DON’T 
































KNOW HOW 
SHE GOT 
WE BELIEVE THERE, BUT 
THE FIRST ALL THE 
BLOW CAME EVIDENCE 
FROM BEHIND, POINTS TO 


SO SHE BLIT FAILED 
y TURNED TO TO KILL HER 
FACE HER OR KNOCK 


ASSAILANT CON- 
AND WAS Ee 


MURDERED 


sHe was Hit THE eee 


REPEATEDLY 
OVER THE HEAD tre Spin, 
WITH A BLUNT 
OBJECT, AND 
THERE WAS 
BRUISING ON 
HER ARMS, 
INDICATING 
THAT SHE USED 


HERSELF. 


















‘ WAS NOTHING * 
1 TO SUGGEST 
") THAT ANY OF HER 



























POSSESSIONS 
WE HAVE HAD BEEN 
NOT YET STOLEN, SO 
rote tg 
MURDER 
CAME FROM 
WEAPON. A PERSONAL 






VENDETTA. , 





AN 
IHAVEN’T SPLIT UP 


SEEN HER OVER 
ONCE SINCE A YEAR 
THEN, AND AGO. 
WE HAVEN/T 
BEEN IN 



















































HEARD ABOUT 













I WOULD HER WORKING 
LIKE TO AT A FLOWER 
TALK SHOP, OR 
ABOUT LIVING IN 
WHY YOU THE NEXT 
BN OBEED: PREFECTURE. 


OSTENSIBLY 
YOU DID IT 
BECAUSE 

BUTI SHE HAD HAD 
UNDERSTAND AN AFFAIR. 
THAT SHE 
ALSO TRIED 
TO KILL YOU. 





























YOU DIDN’T 














SHE SLIPPED PRESS 
SLEEPING PILLS CHARGES, 
INTO YOUR SO IT NEVER 


DRINK WHEN SHE 
KNEW YOU WERE 
GOING FOR Sd? 
THAT’S ADRIVE. : —— 
A SOLID 
CASE FOR 
ATTEMPTED 
MURDER. 














143 

















MEETING WITH 
A DIFFERENT 
COMPANY THAT 
DAY, AND I WAS 
GOING TO 
GET ON THE 
HIGHWAY AND 
DRIVE STRAIGHT 
THERE. 


Ap | 
if 


| 


204 
Petal 
ye 
effi 


oymels 
STROKES 














I’D ALWAYS 
HAVE AN ENERGY 
DRINK BEFORE 
I GOT IN THE 
CAR TO GO TO 
WORK, AND SHE 
DRUGGED IT 
WITH SLEEPING 
PILLS. 


> 
y 


IF THINGS 
HAD GONE 
ACCORDING 
TO MIHARU’S 
PLAN, THE DRUG 
WOULD HAVE 
KICKED IN WHILE 
I WAS ON THE 








BUT I 
GOT A 
PHONE 

CALL 
BEFORE I 
FINISHED 





MIHARU 
WOULD 
ALWAYS 
HAND ME 
My ENERGY 
DRINK 
BEFORE I 
WENT OUT 
THEN THE DOOR. 
I'D 
DRINK 
IT AND 


| HAND HER 


BACK THE 
BOTTLE, 


I LEFT WHILE I 
WAS ANSWERING 
IT, SO I JUST 
PUT THE BOTTLE 
IN MY POCKET 
AND SET OFF 
FOR WORK. 


THEY ASKED BECAUSE 


ME TO 
RESCHEDULE 
THE MEETING 

SO THEY 
COULD DEAL 
WITH THE 
AFTERMATH. 


WHEN I GOT TO 


MY OFFICE, I 
GOT ANOTHER 
CALL TELLING 


I HAD 
TO GO 
TO THE 
OFFICE 
TO PICK 


ME THERE UP SOME 


HAD BEEN A 
BURGLARY AT 
THE COMPANY 

I WAS 
SUPPOSED TO 
MEET WITH. 


STOPPED 
ME FROM 
GOING 
STRAIGHT 
TO My 
MEETING, 


Tot 


zc 


| 











ASN 


THAT SEEMED VERY 
SUSPICIOUS, SO 
I PULLED SOME 

STRINGS TO HAVE 

THE BOTTLE IN MY 
POCKET TESTED, 

fi AND THEY FOUND 

Orie §=TRACES OF SLEEP 
anti INDUCERS. 


I SHOWED 

HER WHAT 
I’D FOUND, 
AND MIHARU 
CONFESSED 

THAT SHE 
HAD TRIED 
TO KILL ME. 


My WIFE 
WAS THE 
MOST 
LIKELY 
PERSON 
TO HAVE 
SOT SPIKED My 
HAD HER DRINK. 
INVESTI-. 
GATED, AND 
I LEARNED 
THAT SHE 
WAS HAVING | ~ 
AN AFFAIR, | 






































"TO 
AND I 
DOUBT ANYONE. 


MIHARU 
COULD HAVE 
TOLD ANY- 
ONE WHAT 
SHE DID. 








EVEN TELL 
HER LOVER 
ABOUT HER 


BECAUSE 
ATTEMPTED 
































I GOT HER 
CONSENT FOR 
A DIVORCE ON 





























SHE SAID 
THAT SHE 
WANTED 
TO MARRY 
HER LOVER 
WITHOUT 
LOSING MY 
FORTUNE. 




































































































THAT’S 






WwW a 
. AH, YES. I 
WaSTe Yes. = UNDERSTAND 
, OF = S A FRIEND OF 
IT MAY LEY YOURS MADE sS 


y AE 
i eet gS AN ATTEMPT ON Rey 
LASTED, BUT = YOUR LIFE BACK /) 


I LOVED = INCOLLEGE, KA 
HER, AND ; = \ AS WELL. /j \ 























I MARRIED 


YES, SHE 
TRIED TO 
KILL ME, 
GOING / b BUT I WAS 

At ’ UCKY 
OUT OF ae y  NOTENTIRELY ENOUGH 
MY WAY HY | j BLAMELESS. I’M TO COME 
TO EXPOSE H THE ONE WHO OUT OF IT 
HER WOULD ; | ABANDONED HER Oe eron: 
ONLY HAVE aH | FOR WORK AND ATCH. 
LEFT A BAD qi il) LIKE SHE NEEDED 
TASTE IN MY Hh \. ANOTHER MAN. 
































































\ 
/ SHE DID 
/ CHEAT ON 
YOU, AND 
IF YOU 
THREAT- 
ENED 
TO GO 
PUBLIC 
ABOUT 
THE AT- 
} TEMPTED 
















»o MIHARU- 
SAN WOULD 
BE FORCED TO 
AGREE TO ANY 
CONDITIONS 
YOU PLACED 
ON THE 
DIVORCE. 






Y I DIDN'T 
THAT IS A one Hae 
WANT TO 
LEGITIMATE | || [INSPIRE ANY ae cle 
’ | GRUDGES SHARED 
BY TREATING PROPERTY. 
HER TOO ; 


COLDLY. 





ND 
MIHARU-SAN’S 
LOVER BROKE 
IT OFF WITH HER 
IMMEDIATELY 

AFTER THE 
DIVORCE, 


MAYBE 
YOU/RE A 
NICER GUY 
THAN YOUR 
FACE GIVES 
YOU CREDIT 


A 
LETTER. 


IT SAID, 
‘IF I DIE OF 
UNNATURAL 
CAUSES, 
IT WILL BE 
BECAUSE YOU 
KILLED ME. 
MAKE THE 
MIHARLU- ARREST IM- 


SAN HAD MEDIATELY.” / 
WRITTEN AN 


ACCUSA- 

TION AND 

HIDDEN IT 
IN HER 
HOME. 


















































































































































DETAILED 











































































































































































are FAILED 
TTEMPT TO 
a KILL YOU, AND 
EXPLAINED 
WOULD HAVE HOW IT LED 
LEARNED THE TO YOUR 














TRUTH ABOUT 




















DIVORCE. 























YOU AND 



































MIHARU-SAN. 

























































































REGARD- 
LESS OF 
WHAT 


I DON’T MIHARU 


HAVE ANy WROTE, 
REASON 
TO KILL 

HER! 


« THAT YOU 
































YOU EVEN 
PROTECTED HER 
REPUTATION BY 

LEAVING OUT = 
THE DETAILS OF 
YOUR DIVORCE, 

AND DIVIDED 
YOUR ASSETS IN 

ACCORDANCE 


















































WITH THE LAW. 

















MIHARU- 
SAN WAS 
DEEPLY 
AFRAID... 





SHE HAD 
PLOTTED TO 
KILL YOU AND 
TAKE YOUR 
AND YET FORTUNE. IT’S 
ALL YOU ONLY NATURAL 
DID WAS THAT YOU 
DIVORCE WOULD HAVE 
HER—YOU HATED HER 
DIDN‘T FOR IT. 
EVEN PRESS 
CHARGES. 

























































































































































































Nae 
SS Se 


= 


A PERSON 
CAN ONLY 

i BE SO 
FORGIVING. 


. = 
SSS 


Wis 


MIHARL- 
SAN FOUND 
YOUR 
ATTITUDE 
TO BE VERY 










SUSPECTED 
IT MIGHT ALL 
BE A RUSE TO 
CAMOUFLAGE 
YOUR INTENT 
TO KILL HER AT 
SOME FUTURE 



























Y SHE EVEN 
iY WROTE THAT 
10 SHE HAD NO 
REMOVE DOUBT YOU 
YOURSELE PRETENDED 
FROM TO DIVORCE 











HER 
SUSPICION 
INTHE EVENT AMICABLY 
THAT . 






SHE WAS 
MURDERED. 













THAT’S WHY 
YOU USED THE 
AFFRIR AS THE 
ONLY REASON 
FOR YOUR 



























DIVORCE, 
TOLD PEOPLE AND NEVER 
THAT YOU WERE TOLD ANYONE 
PARTIALLY TO THAT SHE HAD 
BLAME, AS YOU TRIED TO 
ADMITTED TO KILL YOU. 





US EARLIER. 





I’M NOT 
[7 sospITeFuL \) 
] THAT I’D PUT 
U 








THAT MUCH 
TIME AND 
EFFORT INTO 
GETTING 
REVENGE. 


















































WAITING 









































anes a 
IN FACT, IF WE pee aa 
HADN’T FOUND HER Pe Na etl 
ACCUSATION, YOU TO THE VICTIM 
MIGHT HAVE BEEN be 
FAR REMOVED WEAKER. 
FROM THIS THUS, YOU 
INVESTIGATION. REMAIN 
OUTSIDE THE 
UTSI T 
PEOPLEDO F rool oe 
SUSPECTS. 


PLOT THEIR [> 
VENGEANCE 
THAT THOR- 
OUGHLY. 
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YOUR 
FRIEND— 
THE ONE WHO 
TRIED TO KILL 
YOU IN COLLEGE. 
I UNDERSTAND 
HE, TOO, HAS 
PASSEDP 


ANYTHING —y, 
“ITSAYTO 
THEM WILL 






























YES, D°VE 
HEARD, BUT 
ONLY HEARD 

THROUGH THE 
GRAPEVINE. I 
DON’T KNOW 
ANY DETAILS. 


SHE WAS 
AFRAID YOU 
WOULD TAKE 
REVENGE ON 

HER IN THE 

SAME WAY. 


WHY SHE HID 
A DOCUMENT 
TO INDICT 
YOU, EVEN 
IF IT MEANT 
CONFESSING 
TO HER OWN 


THREE 
YEARS 
AFTER THE 
X MURDER 
PX\ ATTEMPT IN 
THE MOUN- 
TAINS, 
WAS ITP f/f. 


WE LOOKED 
INTO IT, 
JUST IN CASE. 
WE DIDN’T 
FIND ANY 
EVIDENCE THAT 
YOU WERE 
INVOLVED. 


BUT WHEN 
MIHARU-SAN || II ETHER. 
LEARNED 
OF HIS 
DEATH, SHE 
MAY HAVE 
THOUGHT 
YOU WERE 

BEHIND IT, 
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MAWATY) 








AND YOU 
BELIEVED 











THE KILLER 
MUST NOT 
HAVE NOTICED 
IT BECAUSE 
SHE DIED WITH 
HER FIRSTS 

CLENCHED. 


IT LOOKED 
LIKE SHE HAD 
SCRIBBLED IT IN 
A HURRY WITHOUT 
LOOKING AT HER 
HAND, PERHAPS ON 
THE WAY TO THE 
RIVERBED, SO THE 
MURDERER WOULDN‘T 
SEE WHAT SHE 
WAS DOING. 








































































































WE 
SEARCHED 
THE 
TOTEBAG 
MIHARL- 
WE BELIEVE pies 
{| E 
SHE MAY HAVE | h AND WME PERSON, 
TOSSED IT AWAY a 
AT SOME POINT | Cee 
SO THE KILLER / eee 
WOULDN'T : 
REALIZE SHE a 
HAD WRITTEN | 
ANYTHING. | vd 
inn 

















YOUR GIVEN 
NAME |S 
MASAYUKI, 
CORRECTP 


IF SHE WASN‘T 
FINISHED, YOU 
CAN’T KNOW 
THAT SHE WAS 
GOING TO 
WRITE *KI” 
NEXT. 


'S ALSO 
POSSIBLE 
THAT SHE ; 
MEANT TO —THAT’S 
WRITE *a(KOy” ~— TRUE. 
BUT THE 
BOTTOM 
STROKE WENT 
TOO LONG AND 
TURNED IT INTO 
A SICYUD.” 


THE 
CHARACTERS 
ON HER HAND 
RESEMBLE 
KATAKANA 
SPELLING 
“MASAYU.” 


PERHAPS 
THE KILLER 
ALMOST 
DISCOVERED 
HER, SO SHE 
STOPPED 
WRITING 
BEFORE SHE 
COULD 
FINISH. 


WOULD You 

MIND TELLING 
ME WHERE YOU 
WERE BETWEEN 

8&8 AND 10 

O’CLOCK ON 
THE EVENING OF 
SEPTEMBER 12? 
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THIS IMAGE 
WAS TAKEN 
FROM THE 
SECURITY 
CAMERA 
FOOTAGE 
AT THE 
NEAREST 
SHOPPING 

MALL. 


AS YOU CAN 
SEE, IT SHOWS 
YOU AND A 
WOMAN WE 
BELIEVE TO BE 
MIHARLU-SAN. 
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AND YET, 
MERE DAYS 
BEFORE 
THE CRIME, 





































YOU HAD A 
iy |], YOUTOLD, 
MEETING 
WITH HER. HADN’/T SEEN 
/\| HER SINCE THE 
pie heat DIVORCEP 
HER GUARD TO ASSUME . 
DOWN ON THAT YOU 






PRESENTED 
THE SAME 
FRIENDLY 

DEMEANOR 


THE NIGHT 
OF THE 
MURDER. 












THIS IS 
SOMEONE 
ELSE I KNOW. 
SHE ONLY 
LOOKS LIKE 
MIHARU. 









ANU 


NY 
NR 
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WOULD 
YOU MIND 
COMING 
WITH US TO 
THE NEAREST 
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PRECINCT 
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TO THINK \_ 
SHE IS STILL } 
CAUSING YOU 
BOE 
BM cveaaree 








oy, 
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= . er 
Sf Bi J Been 
y ee ; 
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ao \ Vid Z 

\N 7 MIGHT HAVE 
Dray” \ Rd set 
| | ili : Spill T Ss 
HH) | ARN a YALIBIS” 
8 TT YOU/RE I’VE HEARD 
i ABSO- 
| LUTELY 

| ith RIGHT. 
TNA 
{ HAL TIMES LIKE 
tins THIS. 


























THAT’S THE 
PROBLEM. 




















WITH YOUR BS 
NEIGHBORS -WS 








LIKE YOU 
SHOULD 


ACTUALLY 
DO HAVE 
AN ALIBI. 


























FW col & PM ON 
Ny {Uh all Ty THE 12TH. 
elas THAT MEANS 
| =p THE DAY 
/ zi BEFORE THE 
a 13TH. 
= i y y 
THAT’S THE | 
DAY I WAS y} 
HERE WITH 
YOU EATING 
TEMPURA. 





i iK | 
FNS \ LY Wie ; : 
On eee | / Hf 
tt ( | | . £e5 NOW THAT YOU 
l MH CAt oy MENTION IT, YES/ 


a THAT WAS DAY I 
pan... A. 7 ENJOYED THE CARNAL 
i PLEASURES OF 





| asi NOE TEMPURA AND LIQUOR 
| y | AN A LATE INTO THE NIGHT. 
ve I STAYED HERE AND 
WENT HOME THE NEXT 
MORNING. \ 
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| My ; 


























IT WOULD, 

BUT YOU KNOW 

AS WELL AS T 
DO THAT I CAN’T 
BRING A YUKI-ONNA 
TO THE POLICE TO 

TESTIFY ON MY 
BEHALF. 








WHEN THEY 
ASKED FOR 
MY ALIBI, I 
COULD HAVE 
JUST SAID 
I DON’T 


THINKING HAVE 
TECHNICALLY ONE. 
I DID HAVE 
\ “AN ALIBI. 




































































AND THAT \I\. 
PAUSE MADE | an 
y 





THE POLICE 
EVEN MORE 
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SUSPICIOUS. 




































































IF YOU 
SPENT TIME 
WITH HER, 
SHE MUST BE 
SOMEONE 
YOU KNOW. 
WHAT REASON 
WOULD YOU 
HAVE TO HIDE 
HERP 


YOU TO THE 
SHOPPING 
MALL A 
FEW TIMES, 
REMEMBER? 





CAN YOU THE 
NOT JUST PICTURE OF 
TELL THE YOU WITH THE 
POLICE WOMAN WHO 
WHO THIS RESEMBLES 
WOMAN 
ISP 









REGARDLESS, 
YOU ARE 
INNOCENT/ 
SURELY YOU 
WILL BE 
CLEARED 


OF ALL 
SUSPICION! 





























































ind) 
ae COMPARING 
YOU SIDE- 

BY-SIDE, ee 4 
THEREARE feel eOeNES 
DIFFERENCES. ee WIFE 
: ee LOOKS 
LIKE MEP 


WHY 
WOULD YOU 
MARRY A 
WOMAN WHO 
RESEMBLES 
MEP 





THAT WHITE 


& 
R 
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9 
2 
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I WAS 
GOING TO 
TAKE THAT 
SECRET TO 
MY GRAVE. 


THAT’S 
WHY I 
COULDN’T 
BLAME 
HER FOR 
CHEATING 
ON ME, 
AND WHY T 
MADE SURE 
BUT SHE SHE GOT 

THE BEST 
OUT OF THE 
DIVORCE. 


TOO FAR. 































































































7 I IMAGINE 
YOUR 
EX-WIFE 
WOULD NOT 
HAVE BEEN 
PLEASED 
TO BE WITH 


PERHAPS 
SHE CON- 
STANTLY FELT 
AS THOUGH 
YOU WERE 
COMPRRING f 
HER TO SOME- ff 
ONE ELSE. 








«. ABOUT MY 
ALIBI, OR THE 
WOMAN IN THE 

PICTURE. 


TESTIFY 
ON YOUR 
BEHALF/ 


BUT THE 
FACT THAT 
I CANNOT 
IS MAKING 
































I’VE HEARD 
THAT WHEN THE 
POLICE HAVE 
SETTLED ON A 
SUSPECT, THEY’LL 
FALSIFY EVIDENCE 
IF THEY HAVE TO, 
TO GET A GUILTY 
VERDICT. 
THIS IS 
LOOKING 
VERY BAD 
FOR ME. 


TELL THE 
POLICE... 


INABILITY 
TO EXPLAIN 
MAKES ME 
EVEN MORE 
SUSPI- 
ClOUS. 


I FEEL 
LIKE I’M 
CAUGHT IN 





THERE’S 
PLENTY OF 
FOOD AND 

DRINKS IN THE 
PANTRY, AND 


T/LL LEAVE YOU |i 


YOU WANT. 


I’LL FIND 
THE REAL 
KILLER MYSELF, 
WHILE I’M STILL 
FREE TO DO IT. 














BUT IF TRUST THE 
YOUGO_ POLICE. 
OUT ALONE 
WITHOUT ANY 
CLUES, IT CAN 
ONLY END IN 
FRILURE. 


SURELY 
THE POLICE 
WILL BE 
WATCHING 
YOU. 


















I SHALL 
DO WHAT I 
CAN TO HELP. 
4 DO NOT TRY 
TO FIX ALL 
OF THIS ON 
YOUR OWN. 


















NOW THAT 
YOU'VE EATEN, 
GET SOME SLEEP. 
YOU WILL SHARE 
YOUR BED WITH 
A BEAUTIFUL 
WOMAN 
TONIGHT. 


Pees 








WHAT 
AM I 
SUPPOSED 
TO DO 
NOW... 





THIS IS THE 
PERFECT TIME 
TO ASK OUR 

LADY FOR 


BV woul 
Ke EVEN FIND 
THE REAL 
KILLER! 


\ os copbEsst OA Al TTT 


=WISDOM|| WHO 


\ REALLY BE 
HELPFULP 















































THE 


BUT I DO 




















GET THE POLICE 
FEELING DIDN'T 
THAT BOTHER 
THEYRE ME AS 
STAKING MUCH 
OUT MY ASI 
AND HOUSE, EXPECTED. 







































































































































































































a. ! | MAYBE IT 
a (| i WAS A BAD APPAR- 
Ze | IDEA TO ENTLY, 
; PIN ALL MY THEY EVEN 
HOPES CALLED 
ON THIS My OLD 
aes “ADY” COMPANY. 
een AFTER ALL... 
NINE DAYS 
SINCE THE 
POLICE 
































MY LADY 
HAS 
ARRIVED! 








THE 
MOUN- 
TRINS/ 
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THANK 
YOU FOR 
HEARING MY 

REQUES 


17 
AOs 
min'e 
waa 
are 
OGE 





























IS YOUR 
LADY’? 
SHE’S' THE 
GODDESS OF 


seceanaserretaesa 





| had top 

Much ty 
drink! | shall 

’ sting 
the Night! 







, want 
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weavact.- Ae 
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and how they had the chance to write it. Or if the killer 
left a fake message, they’ll have the story revolve around 
why they did that. Sometimes they’ll narrow down the list 
of suspects based on who could have left a fake message, 
and that will lead to finding the murderer. 


In some stories, they find evidence that the victim wrote 
a message and the killer erased it, and they use that to 
find the culprit based on who had means and opportunity 
to erase it. The content of the dying message has lost its 
significance, but you might say that they can be trusted 
as a way of using an unreliable clue to find the guilty 
party. But then, it’s possible that someone else faked the 
message or erased it, so it’s still imperfect. 


\. Also, there’s a novel (a short one) called The Last Woman 


in His\Life by Ellery Queen, which involved a dying 
message, and it makes me shudder at the way it sets up 


“the story so that the dying message can only mean one 


thing. And yet, | do feel a little like the victim who left 
that message must have been possessed by a god or 
something. 


So how will the readers feel about the handling of dying 
messages in this volume? One of the mysteries hasn’t 
been solved yet, but | do hope you get the sense that 
there’s some trick to it. 


The next volume will have some things leading up to 
Rikka-san’s return to action. Her reunion with lwanaga 


and Kur6é doesn’t seem far off. 


Well, | hope to see you again. 


Kyo Shirodaira 


lam the author, Kyo Shirodaira, and this is volume 12. The 
volume count has gotten high enough that even | have 

to review volume one to see what | wrote. And there are 
differences between the novel and the manga versions, so 
my memories are even fuzzier. 


That’s not exactly why, but | did re-explain lwanaga and 
Kuré in the first chapter of “The Yuki-Onna’s Dilemma.” 
As a matter of fact, this chapter marks the beginning of a 
simultaneous Serialization in another magazine, so | did 
it out of consideration for readers who would be coming 
across the series for the first time. 


Now then, | didn’t do it intentionally, but both of the 
cases in this volume feature a dying message. | didn’t 
intend to make the victim’s deaths similar, either; it was 
an accident. These things happen when you’ve been 
working on something for a long time, so it’s something L 
need to watch out for. 


| wrote about this in the story, too, but, for as often as 
you see them in mysteries, a dying message is the prime 
example of an “unreliable clue.” On the other hand, they 
leave a strong impression, and they can make anybody 
into the killer, which may be why they’re used So often. 

It also makes a good visual to have letters in blood or a 
significant-looking object near the body. Nevertheless, 
they remain an unreliable clue that can be interpreted any 
number of ways, and even when the true meaning of the 
message is revealed at the end, it’s not always convincing. 


These days, authors don’t always focus on what the 
message Says, but on why the victim left the message, 
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